
SOUTH HAMS: The Roundhouse

granite dining table and designer
lighting, and spectacular oak roof
beams and large windows creating a
cathedral-like space; utility/boot room
(washing machine, tumble drier,
second fridge) with back door. 
At each end of this level are double
bedrooms (5ʼ beds), both with en
suite bathrooms (suites plus bath-
showers). A vertical wooden ladder
gives access from the living area to a
galleried mezzanine/den with comfy
furniture and wonderful valley views -
an ideal place to enjoy a drink. Oak
flooring and radiators throughout
upper floor, and two sets of stairs to
ground floor.  

On ground floor level, large entrance
hall and another five large bedrooms
– two doubles (6ʼ zip-linked beds or
twin) with en suite bathrooms (suites,
one with separate shower); two twin
bedrooms with en suite bathrooms
(suites plus separate showers); and
in the beam-ceilinged ʻroundhouseʼ,
the master double (5ʼ bed) with en
suite bathroom (suite plus separate
shower) and French windows to front
terrace. Childrenʼs den area (part of
the hall) with TV/DVD/video, board
games, bean bags and hanging
chairs. Loo (washbasin). Slate and
flooring with underfloor heating on
ground level.

Exterior door to suite – large family
room with double bed (5ʼ), two 
pull-out single truckle beds, comfy
armchairs, TV, tea/coffee making
facilities and large en suite bathroom
(suite). 

Cautionary Deposit £250. Arrival
after 4pm. An outstanding new
conversion.

Halwell: small village (church,
good food/real ale pub, filling
station for basic supplies and
good pasties, bus service) in
rolling wooded farmland on
the A381 between Totnes, 7
miles, and Kingsbridge (see
page 139), 6. Dartmouth and 
the sea/beach at Blackpool
Sands, about 7 miles.
Dartmouth Golf and Country
Club (indoor pool), 3 miles;
also, leisure park (activities,
animals). Good central
South Hams base.

... in a peaceful and secluded 
setting, a mile from Halwell and
1½ from Harbertonford (PO/shop,
pub), two cottages and two
superb barn conversions, all
sharing an indoor heated 
swimming pool (39ʼ x 19ʼ x 3ʼ to
4ʼ6” deep, available 8am to 8pm)
and childrenʼs play area (swings,
slides, climbing frame, sandpit 
and large trampoline). All are on a
300 acre working mixed farm
(often lambs, calves and kittens).

Conservation walks with wonderful views
to Torbay and Dartmoor have been laid out
across the farmland and the properties are
positioned to each have their own private
enclosed patio and barbecue area, and
share large lawns and garden. These are
very special places to stay. 

The Roundhouse, a magnificent,
detached barn conversion, has seven
bedrooms and seven bathrooms with
living area and kitchen in clever ʻupside-
downʼ arrangement to make the most of the
huge vaulted ceilings. Upstairs are good
views over the rolling farmland, and 
adjacent but separate is a suite (family
room with comfy chairs and bathroom),
increasing total bed space to 18. 

To the rear, a spacious, private, slate 
terrace makes the most of the all-day sun.
Solid teak outdoor furniture, barbecue and
steps up to a level lawn. The surrounding
grassy meadow area is left to grow wild
with flowers, a walnut and fruit trees and
the shared childrenʼs play area and 
trampoline are beyond.

Back door from patio level to full-height
main hall with spectacular ʻCarpenter Oakʼ
beamed ceiling trusses and bridged, half-
level landing. Across the full length of the
upper floor, set either side of the bridged
landing (door to patio off half-landing),
large open-plan living room (woodburner,
big TV and home cinema system) and
enormous kitchen (gas/electric range with
integrated wok burner, dishwasher,
microwave, American-style fridge-freezer
with ice maker) with unique oak and 
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. . . indoor pool and conservation walks . . .

... and also on the same farm, The Hay Barn, a
new conversion, detached, close to shared
pool and play areas (see L266, L2 and L3). To
the front, a private, south-facing, walled patio
and terrace area (solid teak furniture, barbecue)
adjoins the well-manicured courtyard (car-free). 

Downstairs loo/utility room (washbasin, washer-drier) and spacious and light, oak fitted kitchen (large range cooker,
integrated wok burner, dishwasher, microwave, fridge-freezer) with hardwood dining table/chairs and slate tiled floor.
Comfortable living room with original beams, oak floors, stone corner fireplace (woodburner) and large toy/games box.
Underfloor heating throughout ground floor. 

Upstairs, via wooden stairs from kitchen, two bedrooms - large double (5ʼ bed, TV) with en suite bathroom (suite, large bath)
and rolling valley views; second large double (zip-linked twin plus 3ʼ single) with en suite shower-room (suite). Floor-to-ceiling
windows open on to small balcony (safety locks) overlooking the courtyard. Oak flooring and radiators throughout upper floor.
No smoking. Comfortable, well-equipped and well thought out.

Halwell (see page 156):
East Bickleigh and Oak Tree are the two comfortable and very attractive 
cottages on the same farm (see left), cleverly converted from a superbly 
renovated, 17th cent. farmhouse. They share the indoor heated swimming
pool, childrenʼs play area and trampoline with L266 (see left) and L267 (see
right), and each has its own private patio.

The cottages have interconnecting doors and the dining area in one cottage
can seat 12 people - useful for one large party. Many original features have
been kept: beams, exposed stone, sash windows and large fireplaces.  

East Bickleigh (on right in picture top) has large living/dining room with
wooden floor, rugs, beams and big stone fireplace with woodburner.
Slate-floored fitted kitchen (dishwasher, washer-drier, microwave,
freezer, 6-burner gas hob and electric oven) with original well, safely
incorporated as an interesting feature, with a glass top. French windows
and steps up to the patio. Downstairs loo/washbasin. Upstairs 
(stairgates), three bedrooms - double (5ʼ bed) with en suite shower-room
(suite); a twin with large en suite bathroom (suite with huge Victorian
bath); and one large room open to the rafters with a 5ʼ double plus two
3ʼ9” singles with en suite bathroom (suite plus bath-shower) and French
windows leading to a good-sized paved patio (table/chairs, barbecue -
pictured above) and grassed area. 

Oak Tree (on left in picture top) has living room with
woodburner and beams, leading to a conservatory 
(pictured left) with cane furniture. Fitted kitchen/dining
room (dishwasher, washer-drier, microwave, freezer,
gas hob and electric oven). Upstairs (stairgates), two
bedrooms - double (5ʼ four-poster bed) with exposed
stone and woodwork and lovely views down the 
valley and en suite bathroom (suite plus hand-shower),
and twin. Bathroom with roll-top bath (suite plus 
bath-shower). Outside, a sitting-out area (table/chairs,
barbecue).
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... and in the middle of Halwell, within an easy
stroll of the good food pub, is a semi-detached,
south-facing, 'upside down' cottage, converted
with much style from a barn set at the end of a
quiet residential development. Upstairs (stairgate),
huge (35' long), light, sunny, open-plan living/
dining/kitchen with polished wooden floor (rugs),
beams to apex, French windows (rails) with view of
church, wonderfully squishy sofas, CD player, dining table seating 6, and L-shaped fitted kitchen (dishwasher, microwave,
freezer, gas hob) with additional island unit with worktops. Downstairs, two bedrooms to either side of the light, tiled hall (good
for boots/coats): a double (5' bed) with en suite bathroom (suite plus bath-shower), and a twin (linkable to 6' double) with en
suite shower-room (suite). Utility room (washer-drier, loo, sink). To the front of the cottage, a small, flower-filled sitting out area
(table/chairs). No smoking. A stylish and convenient base in the heart of the South Hams.  
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. . . stylish South Hams base SOUTH HAMS
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Washbourne: hamlet of cottages
and scattered farms in narrow
wooded lanes, about 11⁄2 miles from
the pub at Tuckenhay (pretty 
village on the River Dart).
Harbertonford (nearest village with
shop, pub, garage), 21⁄2 miles.
Totnes, about 5 miles; the sea 
at Blackpool Sands, about 5 
miles. Dittisham (see page 160), 
51⁄2 miles. Dartmouth, 7 miles.
Dartmouth Golf and Country Club,
21⁄2 miles. Woodlands Leisure Park 
(animals, childrenʼs activities), 3
miles.

… 1⁄2 mile from Washbourne, a south-
facing detached house perched high
among softly undulating meadows 
with lovely, long, rural views over
neighbouring farms. A long drive leads
up through the ownersʼ cattle and sheep
grazed fields to it. A mostly lawned 
garden (table/chairs) circles the house.

Inside, a very comfortable, quiet family retreat. Hall; 
living/dining room (woodburner) with CD player and lovely
valley views from two large double-glazed windows; smart
fitted kitchen with oil-fired Rayburn (lit for cosiness October –
Easter) plus electric cooker, dishwasher, washer-drier,
microwave and fridge-freezer.  Downstairs shower-room
(shower only) and separate loo. Stairs up to landing and three
bedrooms – a double and a room with two single beds, both
with pretty views, and a single with pull-out truckle; bathroom
(suite plus bath-shower). No smoking. Friendly farming
owners happy to show you around the farm. Footpath
from house to pub, 11⁄2 miles (remember torch!).
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Diptford: village deep in lush
South Hams farmland above the
valley of the River Avon
(fishing). Totnes, 5 miles;
Dartington Hall (arts centre, craft
shop), 7; Kingsbridge (see
page 139), 8. The sea (beaches)
at Blackpool Sands, Bigbury
or Thurlestone, about 11 miles;
Dartmouth, 12; Dartmoor, 5.
Very central for lots to see/do in
lovely country. Nearest pub, 2
miles.
...11⁄4 miles from Diptford, a south-
facing, detached cottage, privately
situated (across the lane from the
owner's fine farmhouse) with its 
own good-sized, enclosed, semi-
walled garden, large south-facing
patio (garden furniture), sheltered 
barbecue area and fine countryside views. Inside, light and smart, mainly
pine furniture, interesting paintings/prints. Good-sized living room (open 
fire) with French windows to the garden; well-equipped fitted kitchen 
(dishwasher, washing machine, microwave and halogen hob); dining
room. Downstairs shower-room (suite) and big utility room (freezer, tumble
drier), ideal for drying clothes, storing wellies etc. Open tread stairs 
(stairgates) to two bedrooms: a double, and a twin. Bathroom (suite plus
bath-shower).
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Avonwick: South Hams village with
good pub and PO/shop beside the
River Avon; South Brent (see page
115), 11⁄2 miles; Dartmoor's southern
edge (good walks), 2 miles; 11⁄2 miles
to A38 so easy access; Totnes
(attractive old town on the River Dart, boat trips to Dartmouth), 5 miles; the sea/sandy beaches at Bigbury,
Bantham, Mothecombe, about 10 miles; Plymouth (masses to do), 15. Golf, 3 miles. 
... 1⁄3 mile from the pub in Avonwick and beside a small lane, in the tiny neighbouring hamlet of Horsebrook, a pretty,
Victorian, semi-detached cottage close to the River Avon with enclosed garden (lawn, decking, table/chairs, barbecue) 
opposite across the lane. Inside, well renovated and refurbished. Living/dining room (woodburner) with good pine furniture,
CD player and terracotta sofas. Fitted pine kitchen (washing machine, microwave, fridge-freezer) and a smart internal 
bathroom (suite plus hand-shower). Up pine stairs to three bedrooms and a shower-room (suite): at the front, a double with
pretty wrought iron bed, stripped pine floors and original pine panelling, and a twin with stripped pine floor, and at the back a
little single. From the upstairs landing a door leads out to a small, enclosed, gravelled patio (table/chairs) overlooking open
fields. No smoking. A comfortable cottage in a fine area for exploring.
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SOUTH HAMS: house in undulating meadows . . .    . . . fine place for exploring
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The Shippon

Ashprington: pretty village with good food pubs,
straddling Bow Creek, a tributary of the River Dart.
Totnes (very attractive old town on the Dart), 4
miles. Dartmouth and golf, 8 miles.

… a mile from Ashprington in hilly, wooded farmland, a
superb detached converted barn with magnificent views
down to and over a completely unspoilt, building-free
stretch of the navigable River Dart (½ mile walk). Off 
private drive: ½ mile to public road. Good walks, pubs/
restaurants and very good marsh-birdwatching (an osprey
seen). Visitable vineyard, 1 mile. Totnes (attractive old town
on the River Dart, boat trips to Dartmouth), 2 miles. The sea
at Paignton, 8 miles; Dartmouth 12.

This is a marvellous place for activity or peace.
Outdoor heated swimming pool (30ʼ x 15ʼ, 3ʼ9” deep,
available 23 May to 12 September) a short walk away; 
croquet lawn; hard and grass tennis courts; trampoline;
rope swings with tyres, sandpit, 10 acre farm (woods with
badgers/foxes). River fishing. Riding stables and good golf
course, both 5 miles. Loads of space. Spring water.

The owners try to make your holiday special, and succeed,
as repeat bookings show. All facilities are included in the
rent. Happy, easy-going atmosphere.

The barn is on its own, some 250 yards from the ownersʼ
house, a smaller converted barn and the pool and croquet
lawn; hard tennis court, 50 yards. It has ten bedrooms
and ten bathrooms: a place to bring your children and
their friends, and your friends and their children, and let the
children do their own thing while you do yours (like, maybe,

simply sitting on the broad terrace/patio with large
picnic table in front and enjoying the stunning
view or on the terraced lawn behind – sun
loungers provided). New play area with swings,
slide, and 12ʼ trampoline.

It is two-storey but split-level, so ground level
entrance (sliding glazed double doors - safety
glass) both sides. Light rooms; light decoration. 
On lower floor, huge dining/kitchen (approx. 30ʼ x
15ʼ with dishwasher, microwave, freezer) in the
centre; to the sides, two twin bedrooms - one with
en suite bathroom (suite) and the other with 
bathroom (suite) across the hall - three double -
two with en suite bathroom (suite) - and single with
bathroom (suite) en suite, and another bathroom
(suite). On upper floor, huge (approx. 27  ̓x 15ʼ)
living room (woodburner) and, to either
side, one double bedroom, two twin 
bedrooms, a single bedroom, and a separate
bathroom - all the bedrooms have en suite
bathrooms (suites) apart from one twin that
has a washbasin - and own excellent
games room (table tennis, pool, 2nd TV)
with particularly good view to the river, and
its own loo/washbasin. All baths have 
bath-showers. Also on ground floor, utility/
drying/laundry room (sink, washing
machine, tumble drier). Double barbecue
on patio. 

This is an extremely good, warm place for
short breaks/weekends in the autumn/
winter/spring too: for birdwatching,
artists, golfers or family gatherings/
celebrations. The games room could be
used for conferences. Extremely good
local caterers available. Logs included.
Phone and WiFi. Suitable for partially 
disabled. Cautionary Deposit £150.
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Dittisham: idyllically
situated, end-of-lane 
little village (PO/stores,
two pubs, medieval
church) beside the
beautiful River Dart
(lake-like, wooded, full
of boats). Wooden 
jetty (good crabbing),
swans, pedestrian ferry
to Greenway (Nat.
Trust, wonderful spring
gardens, once Agatha
Christieʼs), boats for
hire, dinghy moorings (apply PO/stores), sailing school.
Dartmouth, 41⁄2 miles (ferry). Coarse river sand beach
(river), 1 mile; sandy beach (sea), 6 miles.

…. on the hillside overlooking Dittisham, two cottages within 200
yards of pub, PO/stores and church, in the grounds of Dittisham
Court.

... Primrose Cottage (arrow 1 above right and below) is end of terrace, south-facing, with its own small patio and garden at
the bottom of a few steps, enclosed by a little picket fence (furniture); beyond are two acres of shared gardens (mainly lawn
and fruit trees). Inside, the cottage is light, bright, well decorated and pleasing, double-glazed. Hall with lobby (loo/washbasin)
leads to the pretty living/dining room with pine fireplace (open fire), Welsh dresser, French windows to patio; fitted kitchen
(microwave, dishwasher, washer-drier, fridge-freezer) with hatch to living/dining room. Stairs up to two bedrooms - a 
double (pine bed, en suite shower and basin) overlooking the garden, and a twin - and bathroom (suite plus bath-shower). 
No smoking. Phone for incoming calls. Very peaceful.
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... Linney Cottage (arrow 2 above) is terraced, sunny, south-facing, converted from a 300 year
old barn. A thickly hedged, enclosed, suntrap, private garden (table/chairs) down 12 steps at the
back leads to the two acre shared garden with views over the River Dart (lawns for playing, fruit
trees). Inside, the cottage is well decorated, light and comfy. Hall, off which two bedrooms - a twin
and a single; bathroom (suite plus bath-shower). Stairs (stairgates) up to living/dining room with
CD player and good views over the River Dart. From it French windows open to steps down to
the garden. Well-equipped fitted kitchen with microwave, dishwasher, washer-drier. Stairs to
the master double bedroom (5ʼ bed) with the best views of all and en suite bathroom (suite plus 
bath-shower). No smoking. Best for maximum of 4 adults.
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Stoke Gabriel: pretty and beautifully situated village (three pubs,
PO, shops, restaurant, medieval church) sloping to a creek
(boats) off the River Dart estuary. Sandy beaches on Torbay
(Goodrington, Broadsands) and Totnes (very attractive old town
on the Dart), each 4 miles. Brixham, good golf (Churston) and
car ferry to Dartmouth, 5 miles.

... about 11⁄4 miles from Stoke Gabriel and on the same estate as C618
(see right), a boathouse, built in 1760 as a bathing house in what must be
one of the most secluded, private, romantic settings in South Devon. For
that privacy you walk 600 yards down a gentle valley, over fields and
through woods beside the River Dart, except on arrival and departure
when you and your luggage will be taken by four wheel drive vehicle 
(winter weather permitting).The boathouse, with thick woods behind, is on
the water's edge where the Dart meanders between Stoke Gabriel and
Dittisham. Much birdlife (shelduck, egrets breed nearby), fishing/boating.
The only sounds are lapping water and wind in the trees. There can be few
better places for evening drinks or breakfast than on the wide,
covered balcony which surrounds the boathouse.

Inside, it has been extensively refurbished, made extremely
beautiful, double-glazed, designer curtains, essentially 
comfortable. A haven from almost everything. Outside stairs
to the balcony and front door. Into a small hall which leads to the
lovely, large, light - water reflecting on the ceiling -  all-in-one,
oak floored, living/dining/kitchen. The living room with fireplace
(woodburner) has floor-to-ceiling French windows stretching
the width of the boathouse; these fold back on themselves, the
room opening out to the balcony (furniture). Very smart blue and
white kitchen (dishwasher, microwave, freezer). Dining table
seating 4 (window seat); also downstairs shower-room (suite).
Upstairs, two bedrooms, both carpeted, beams, ceilings to the
apex: the master bedroom with 6ʼ bed and en suite bathroom
(suite plus power-shower) has French windows opening to a
small balcony; a pretty twin bedroom. Washer-drier upstairs 
as well. Phone. No smoking. Donʼt forget to bring your torch -
and binoculars. A marvellous, unique, magical place.
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SOUTH HAMS: ferry to Agatha Christie’s house . . .    . . . magical boathouse
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Sandridge Barton SOUTH HAMS

Stoke Gabriel (see left):

Sandridge Barton is a sensational property:
position, view, house, standard, privacy, large
indoor heated swimming pool, full-sized
snooker table; what more does one want?

It is 11⁄2 miles from Stoke Gabriel. 1⁄4 mile of 
private drive takes you gently down the valley
to the south-facing, original Georgian
house, with in-keeping extensions. It looks
over its enclosed garden (table/chairs, 
barbecue) with running stream, down to ponds
and partly wooded valley leading to the wide
estuary of the River Dart. It is a fine view; all
the fields and woods that run to the river are
part of the estate, excellent particularly for bird
life (shelduck on the ponds, egrets nest on the
estuary). Behind the house are former barns;
in the nearest barn is now a large estate office

(phone, office available for use b/a), and next door the excellent
snooker room with full-sized table. You are welcome to walk
the estate, adhering to the country code - some excellent beech
and oak woods (bluebells).

The house - which has large rooms, filled with light - is a 
spacious, comfortable home. 

Ground floor: flagstone-floored entrance hall off which an 
elegant drawing room (comfortable seating for 8, CD player) with
white marble open fireplace, double French doors 
leading on to the terrrace overlooking the garden, much comfort.

Across the corridor, a formal dining room seating 8 with 
ornamental fireplace. Large L-shaped dining/snug/fitted kitchen
with dining table comfortably seating 10 (12 chairs), and snug
area with big open fireplace, flagstoned floor, soft sofas, TV
and video. Excellent, well-equipped fitted, handmade kitchen
with wooden floor, double Belfast sink, dishwasher,

microwave, 4 door Aga, oven,
freezer, ʻisland' with ceramic
hob. Utility room with fridge-
freezer, washing machine,
tumble drier, Sheila Maid.
Separate loo and washbasin.
From the utility room stairs lead
down to a big bed-sitting room
with double bed, TV and en 
suite bathroom (suite), small 
kitchenette and door to garden
(all this area is 3 star).

Upstairs, an extremely spacious
double-windowed master double
bedroom looking to the river with
6' sleigh bed, TV and luxurious en suite bathroom with large power-
shower, central bath, basin and separate loo. From the landing
between this bedroom and bathroom a cast iron spiral staircase
leads directly down to the swimming pool. Another double bedroom
(orthopaedic mattress) and a twin room face the river. At the back of
the house are a twin bedroom and a single with 2ʼ6” truckle bed. 
Two more bathrooms (suites plus hand-showers). That's six 
bedrooms, four bathrooms, five loos.  Lower floor: from the hall 
a staircase leads down to the low former cellar - now a childrenʼs
playroom with comfy chairs, flagstoned floor with rugs, French doors
to terrace (barbecue).

The indoor heated swimming pool is magnificent, built to 
fit into the Georgian style of the house - columns, animal murals, a
large glass domed ceiling over the mosaic-lined pool (30' x 15' x 6'),
two large French windows leading to the terrace overlooking the 
valley, so plenty of lounging space. There is a changing room 
(towels provided) with loo and washbasin. Also shower.

This is a marvellous place, everything included. No pets in the
house, but there are kennels available. Phone and wireless
Broadband. Cautionary Deposit £500. No smoking.
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