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South Cornwall: between the River Tamar and River Fowey and

south of Bodmin Moor is inland Cornwall at its most gentle

and lovely: deep, wooded valleys (including on Bodmin Moor's

southern edge) between sheep and cattle-grazed fields; tidal

creeks (exceptionally pretty Lerryn is on one of them). Most of it is

delightfully by-passed by main roads. On the coast are long sandy

beaches (Whitsand Bay), high headlands and sandy coves at the

foot of cliffs (Lantic Bay) to walk to, two of Cornwall's loveliest cove

villages (Kingsand, Cawsand) and a classic fishing village

(Polperro). From Looe - river-mouth fishing village/resort with

sandy beach - you can shark fish and sail. Round here Daphne du

Maurier lived and wrote. A branch line railway chugs pleasantly

from Liskeard to Looe. Don't miss the Musical Instrument Museum i
near St Keyne. Just to the west is Cornwall's star modern ;,T...
attraction, The Eden Project, worth a once-a-year visit into the Whitsand Bay
future indefinite, and Lanhydrock, a very lovely National Trust

house and garden. Beyond them begins the extraordinary and

spectacular china clay country, good for a visit (excellent museum).

You should go to Cotehele beside the Tamar, too, and Calstock for

the ‘messing about in boats’ activity.

Polperro
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SOUTH CORNWALL: Lerryn Creek s ebb and flow

Lerryn: exceptionally pretty village (pub, shop/
PO, village green) spreading via an ancient
stone bridge along both banks of the Lerryn
Creek. The Cornish name means ‘waters’ and its
ebb and flow melt into the River Fowey through
dense woodland. Organised walks, canoeing,
cycling can be arranged from the village.
Pony-trekking, 2 miles. Lostwithiel (shops, pub,
restaurants, Norman castle), 4 miles. Fowey
(see page 71), 4 miles via ferry.

. in Lerryn, 200 yards up from the pub, shop and
creek, a semi-detached Georgian cottage, with
lovely long meadow/woodland views to the creek. A
much loved family cottage, it has a large, enclosed
garden at the back, accessed by several shallow steps,
with big flagstone patio (table/chairs, barbecue), large
lawn and shady mature trees. On one side, a
neighbour’s orchard, on the other, a chapel converted
into a house. Door from garden to hall; step down to
living room with multi-fuel stove, table/chairs and

views across hedgerows and meadows to woods; second smaller living room
with games/toys, VDU/DVD and sofa bed (for alternative sleeping); dining area
with drinks fridge and benches and chairs, from which 5 steps down to smart
fitted kitchen (dishwasher, microwave, freezer) with tiled floor and beechftile
worktops; porch utility area (5°5” lintel) with washing machine and butler sink.
Loo (washbasin). Stairs up to three bedrooms — a double and a twin, both with
lovely views to creek, and a bunk room with pull-out truckle (2'6” beds).
Bathroom (suite plus bath-power-shower) with pine floor. No smoking. A comfy
and welcoming cottage. Good location for artists, painters and walkers.
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Lanreath: tiny village (church, litle museum,
good food pub) of old cottages, 5 miles inland
from the pretty fishing villages of Polperro
and Looe (see page 76). PO/shop within
walking distance. Pelynt (pub, see page 75),

B 2 miles. Good walking country. Pony-trekking,
. coarse fishing nearby. Eden Project, 12 miles.

. in Lanreath, within staggering distance of the
village pub, a fine, Grade Il listed south-facing
cottage, mentioned in the Domesday Book, flanked
by equally ancient cottages. In front, a neat walled
garden; at the back, a surprisingly large, mostly
lawned garden with patio (table/chairs, barbecue)
which can be lit at night for romantic dining.

Inside, an exceptionally comfortable, smart home.
Snug with inglenook (woodburner, cloam oven),
lovely slab slate floor, leather window seat and pool

table; large living room with polished wood floor and leather sofas; fitted
oak kitchen (dishwasher, microwave, freezer) with Chinese slate
floor and stylish table/chairs; utility room (washing machine, loo,
washbasin). Back door to cobbles and patio, then 2 steps up to first tier
of lawn and 11 slate steps up to further lawn. Upstairs, four bedrooms
—two double (5’ beds), one with en suite shower-room (suite), one twin,
and one single with additional fold-away single; excellent bathroom
(suite with roll-top bath plus hand-shower). No smoking. Cautionary
Deposit £150. Garage (by arrangement) and additional off-road parking
opposite cottage. An excellent cottage in every respect.

. . . totally private

St Veep: hamlet (church, isolated cottages/farms, riding
stables) 1% miles from the lovely riverside (River Fowey —
pretty walks) village of Lerryn (see above left) and about 2
miles from Polruan, village across the rivermouth from
Fowey (see page 71). Eden Project, 11 miles.

. in St Veep, a detached 300 year old cob/slate cottage,
beautifully renovated and completely refurbished with flair and
style, with lovely long rural views. A totally private, mostly lawned
garden on three sides with table/chairs/picnic bench, gas
barbecue. Beyond the garden is a tidied barn with table tennis,
and a footpath going prettily down to the River Fowey and along to
Lerryn (about 4 mile round trip).

Inside, lots of ceiling beams, some low lintels, exposed stone-work,
slate, mahogany and oak floors, smartly coupled with Laura
Ashley furniture and fabrics. Hall; living room with inglenook
(woodburner), books, CD player and bay window looking to
garden, with deep slate sill and scatter cushions, door to sun porch;
large dining room with French oak dresser, table and chairs (best for
8). Two steps down to French oak kitchen with Delabole slate floor,
electric four-oven Aga, dishwasher, microwave, larder fridge,
Belfast sink and central work/breakfast bar island. Small den
(toys/games), through to double bedroom; bathroom (suite plus
bath-shower and hand-shower). Two staircases up to three more
bedrooms — elegant master double (5’ bed), twin (footboards), and
a room with double (access to one side of bed only) plus single bed
(both with footboards). Bathroom (suite plus bath-shower and hand-
shower). In an outside utility building, washing machine, tumble
drier, second fridge, freezer, and shower/loo/washbasin.

Cautionary Deposit £200. Phone for incoming and local calls.
No smoking. Maximum of 3 children under 5 years, including
babies. Arrival after 4pm. This is a stunning, much appreciated
house in a very pretty area.
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... farmer’s pin of ale . . .

)

Pelynt: village (pub, several shops) 3
miles from Polperro and Looe (see
page 76). ‘And shall Trelawney die,
here’s twenty thousand Cornishmen
will know the reason why’. This is
where he was born and — some 300
et —___ years ago — did die.

... 2 miles from Pelynt, two pretty, detached stone cottages on the side of a deep valley full of wildlife and flora, 3% miles
from Looe. Steep, grassy slope to woods and river. Only sounds of birds and bees disturb the peace. Footpath to pub
(1% miles) along the river valley and through woods. Other good walks from the cottages. Family donkeys and dogs are
extremely friendly and happy to accompany you over owners’ 54 acres which encompass St Nun’s holy well; its waters are
reputed to cure insanity and all visitors are supposed to leave a gift of a ‘pin’, in this context a pin of ale for the farmer!

Barn Cottage: easy access ramp up to patio and pretty shrub-filled lawn garden (furniture, gas barbecue) with superb valley
views. Entrance hall; beamed living room (open fire) with handsome dresser, CD player, French windows to garden; fitted
kitchen/diner (dishwasher, washing machine, microwave, fridge-freezer); downstairs loo/washbasin. Stairs up to two
bedrooms — double with 2'6” single (lovely valley views), and twin. Bathroom (suite plus bath-shower). Logs and coal

. . . marvellous musical museum

SOUTH CORNWALL

St Keyne: little village with marvellous
(working) musical instrument museum
and 'holy well' in beautiful, wooded, hilly
. farmland 2 miles south of Liskeard (see
below) and 4 from the sea at Looe (see

.. about a mile from St Keyne, a little, detached, single-storey house converted from the stables of the old Victorian
rectory (50' away). Surrounding both are 2% acres of well established garden (you are welcome to share and enjoy) full of
interesting plants, magnificent trees and productive kitchen garden. A public footpath from the garden connects with other
paths. Inside, comfortable and contemporary; living/dining/kitchen (dishwasher, washing machine, tumble drier,
microwave, fridge-freezer), with lots of books/games and sweeping views to meadows. Double bedroom and good bathroom
(suite plus bath-shower). Free-range eggs/seasonal fruit/'veg available. No smoking. No children, except pre-crawling
babies. Suitable for partially disabled.
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Hobb Cottage: to the front, a low granite wall
topped with quartz encircles a pretty flower-
© filled suntrap garden (table/chairs). Entrance
to hall, loo/washbasin; neat fitted kitchen
(dishwasher, washing machine, microwave,
fridge-freezer); living/dining room with
attractive high beamed ceiling, CD player and
open fire (lovely valley views); stairs down to
double bedroom and shower-room (suite). No
children. Logs and coal included.
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More photos, real-time availability and online booking: www.helpfulholidays.com

Liskeard: handsome
and lively small market
town (indoor swimming
pool/leisure centre) in
lovely country of deep
wooded valleys, farmed
hills, rivers and streams,
about 6 miles from the
sea at and around Looe
(see page 76). On main
line railway. Just to
the north is Bodmin
Moor. Riding nearby. St
Mellion golf course, 9
miles; other courses
nearer. Fowey, very
pretty historic river port
(see page 71), 19 miles.

... on the very edge of Liskeard, with views over countryside, an annexe to
the owner’s Grade Il listed house in a quiet residential road.
Own enclosed garden (table/chairs, barbecue) and a private agricultural
museum. Inside, surprisingly spacious; high ceilings, lots of light.
Comfortable living room with gas fire, good books, videos; fitted
kitchen/dining room (dishwasher, washing machine, microwave). Two
bedrooms - one double, one single. Bathroom (suite plus bath-shower).
Sofa bed available. Suitable for partially disabled. No smoking. German

and French spoken.
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SOUTH CORNWALL: classic fishing villages . . .

Polperro: classic fishing village - one of
Cornwall’s most famous: tiny gap in the cliffs,
very pretty harbour, narrow streets, old slate-
roofed cottages, pubs, restaurants and
shops, traffic (except essential) banned.
Boat/fishing trips. Spectacular coast-path
walks. Looe (see below), 5 miles.

... 16th cent., spacious detached stone farmhouse, beside a tree-shaded lane on the hillside just east of Polperro.
One-third mile walk (very steep) to village centre/harbour; buses into village from camp site % mile drive away. Talland Bay
(beach with some sand, rock pools, good hotel), % mile; coast path, % mile. Own parking area (rare in Polperro). Good-sized
and secluded garden (little lawns, hedges, trees, flowers, patio with picnic table, benches) behind the house.

Inside, porch; comfortable living room (woodburner, CD player); kitchen/dining room (microwave, fridge-freezer) with huge
ornamental fireplace with bread oven, leading to ‘snug’ (armchair, oil-fired Aga - switched off during June, July and August, pine
dresser with pretty plates); from kitchen/dining room, door to utility room (washing machine), shower-room (suite),
conservatory, and garden. Upstairs, three bedrooms - two double (one with pine 4-poster bed), one twin room; bathroom
(suite); and door to patio and garden. Phone for incoming calls. Dog beds/bowls provided.

‘Bedrooms: 3 HBath/shower: 2 ‘

Price: Ref:

R392

Looe: river-mouth fishing village/popular
resort with golden sand beach, full of
pubs, cafés, shops and tightly packed
cottages — you can fish and sail and take
boat trips from its quay. A branch line railway chugs pleasantly from Liskeard (see page 75). Golf and pony-
trekking within a few miles. Plymouth with its shops, theatres, National Marine Aquarium and history, 10 miles.

... 4 miles inland from Looe, along a short, single track lane, just off the B3252, a single storey, detached barn recently
converted, on a 4% acre smallholding. There are chickens, ducks, miniature Shetland ponies, pygmy goats, a pig or two and,
in the spring, orphan lambs to feed. To the front is plenty of parking and, at the back, a neat lawned garden (table/chairs)
enclosed by a Cornish hedge. Stable doors lead into the open-plan living/dining/fitted kitchen (washing machine, microwave)
with vaulted, beamed ceiling and French windows to the garden. Two pretty bedrooms — a double, and a single (limited
clothes-hanging space); good-sized shower-room (suite). No smoking. Suitable for partially disabled. Friendly owners speak

French and German (lessons by arrangement).
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. .. wriggling River Seaton

Seaton: the River Seaton
wriggles through  beautiful
woods down to the sea at
Seaton, a hamlet with PO/
shop, pub (good food), beach
café, bistro and coarse sand §
beach. Country park nearby &
with butterfly garden, walks,
cycle path and children’s play
area. Popular Looe (see below |
left) with its shops, cafés,
boat/fishing trips, 3 miles.

... 1% miles north of Seaton, deep in
a Cornish hedgerow lane, an
imposing, detached house,
converted from handsome stone
barns, looking out over its large
lawned garden with far reaching
views over surrounding meadows
(on a clear day, to the sea). About
1% miles of footpath lead over
meadows to Seaton beach and its
good beach café. Useful farm
shop/café, % mile. In the garden, a sunken
trampoline. Big barn games room (table tennis,
table-top football).

Inside, smart, comfortable and roomy. Hall with
modern slate floor; big farmhouse-style kitchen
(dishwasher, oil-fired Stanley range cooker
plus electric cooker, microwave, fridge-
freezer) with table/chairs in the middle and slate
floor; laundry room with washing machine,
tumble drier, drinks fridge and, beyond, a bed-
room with two sets of bunks. Off the hall, there
are four more bedrooms, all with goose-feather
duvets/pillows - two double (one with 5’ bed)
with en suite shower-rooms (suites), and two
twin, plus bathroom (suite plus hand-shower and
separate shower).

— Fawd
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Stairs up to big living room with vaulted beam ceiling, wood floor, oil-fired stove and French windows on both sides, one
leading out into the garden and the other on to a balcony (table/chairs) with lovely long rural views; also smaller living
room-cum-den, with books/board games.

No smoking. An excellent family house in every respect. The neighbouring cottage is also let by the same owner (see R53,
above right) and together they can accommodate 17.

Price: Ref:
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. . . footpath to the beach . ..

Seaton (see left):

... 1% miles north of Seaton, set just off the same Cornish
hedgerow lane (see R52, left), an attractive detached
stone cottage well converted from sturdy Victorian barns.
At the back, a neat, sunny walled patio with table/chairs
and barbecue. About 1% miles of footpath lead through a
wooded valley to Seaton beach and its good beach café.

Inside, light, stylish and fresh. Open-plan hall; living room with electric ‘living flame’
stove; excellent fitted kitchen (dishwasher) with dining table/chairs — 2 steps up to
utility area (washing machine, tumble drier, microwave); shower-room (suite).
From the hall, a few tiled stairs lead up to a glazed door to the patio and then
continue up to two bedrooms — a double (5’ bed), and a room with three single
beds, both with pretty rural views; bathroom (suite plus hand-shower) with sloping
ceiling. No smoking. Useful farm shop/café, % mile. A thoroughly well done
cottage. The neighbouring house is also let by the same owner (see R52, left) and
together they can accommodate 17.

N

. . . Crafthole and Portwrinkle
o

SOUTH CORNWALL

Crafthole: little village with pleasant pub and
shop, % mile from the sea/sand at Portwrinkle on
Whitsand Bay (see below and page 78). Exquisite
villages of Kingsand/Cawsand (see page 82), 5
miles. Antony House (Nat. Trust), 4 miles; Mount
Edgcumbe Park and gardens, 6% miles. Plymouth
with its many shops, theatres and historic waterfront,
6 miles (via car ferry). Whitsand Bay Hotel (indoor
swimming pool), 4 miles, and golf, % mile.

... about % mile from Crafthole, very quietly tucked along a
littte used Cornish hedgerow lane, a smart, new barn
conversion facing out over a large lawned garden
surrounded by a handsome Victorian stone wall. There is a
paddock beyond, and lovely long meadow views to the
coast - lots of space for ball games, or just relaxing in. It's
attached at one corner to the friendly owners’ home (they
the clever instigators of beautifully crafted rocking horses
and other future heirloom toys which they are happy to
show you).

Considerable effort has been taken to make the cottage extremely comfortable,
warm and inviting. From a neat decked terrace, French windows give access
to the living/dining/fitted kitchen (dishwasher, microwave, fridge-freezer)
with woodburner, polished wood floors/rug, and tranquil views across the
garden. Downstairs loo (washbasin) and utility room with washer-drier.

Stairs up to wide landing with games/toys box, and two generous-sized
bedrooms — a double (6’ bed), and a twin (linkable), both with particularly good
quality beds; a 2’6" bed can be added to the twin room, by arrangement.
Bathroom (suite plus hand-shower). No smoking. Cautionary Deposit £100.
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Downderry: seaside village (pub,
good restaurant, PO/shop, churches)
on a hillside 4 miles east of Looe
(see page 76). Beach of rocks, sandy
patches. At its end, where a river
leaves a wooded valley for the sea,
is Seaton (see above left). Monkey
sanctuary, 2 miles; golf, 4; Plymouth
(via car ferry), 9, or via bridge, 14.
Buses to Plymouth and Looe.
. in Downderry, the first and second
floors of a large detached house, . .
perched high with splendid sea views Rﬁrtwrlnk|ﬁi Smda”/‘ r‘?(alnéy ";]Oderg
from Rame Head to Looe from most village with sandy/rocky beach an
rooms. It is 120 yards from shops, friendly golf course, looking to Whitsand Bay
pub and path to the beach. At its front, (see page 78). Nearest pub/shop at
steep, pretty flower borders through which Crafthole (see above), % mile.
steps lead up from the parking bay. Hall
and stairs up to fitt.?.d kitchen (tr’]iShWiShel’, mit}:‘rowave) t\;\fthdbrealkl‘..aslz ba(rj Iand ... perched high in Portwrinkle with superb sea views (pictured above left) from
super sea views; utility room with washing machine, tumble drier, sink and loo; Rame Head to Looe, a detached, split level house in a small close 250 yards
back door to small enclosed courtyard with seating area (no views). Sunny from the beach. Tiny front garden, and large, sloping garden at the back with big
living/dining room (dining table comfortably seating 6, CD player, books/games) with patio (table/chairs). Inside, roomy and thoroughly comfortable with great sea
patio doors to balcony (furniture) with more sea views (fantaspc sunse?s). Stairs up views: a good family house. Hall and fitted kitchen (dishwasher, microwave,
to four bedrooms — two double, both with sea views, one with en suite bathroom fridge-freezer); loo (washbasin); stairs down to big living/dining room with wall
(suite plus bath-shower, hand-shower and bidet) and TV, and two narrow twin to wall sea view, CD player, books, games, children’s videos; a few more stairs
rooms, one with 2'6” beds and sea view, and one room with limited clothes hanging. down to a twin bedroom, bathroom (suite plus separate shower) and utility room
Bathroom (suite plus hand-shower). Phone for incoming calls. No smoking. Best with washing machine and tumble drier; further stairs down to two more
for maximum 6 adults. Owner occasionally uses self-contained ground floor which bedrooms - a double (TV) and a twin, both with lovely sea views. Phone. No
has separate access. Cautionary Deposit £100. Arrival after 4pm. smoking. Cautionary Deposit £100.
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Commonmoor: hamlet [
sheltering in a dip on
Bodmin Moor’s wooded
south-eastern edge. The
River Fowey flows from
its northern source
dramatically tumbling
down at Golitha Falls (2
miles). There are some
fine walks to the Hurlers
(Neolithic  monoliths)
and the Cheesewring
(natural rock formations), and to several pubs (nearest 2
miles). Watersports at Siblyback Reservoir, 2 miles. Shops,
cafés, railway at Liskeard (see page 75), 4 miles. Beaches
on the south coast, Looe, Polperro, about 9-10 miles.

SOUTH CORNWALL: Bronze Age megaliths . . .
] RS

... in Commonmoor, approached along a private footpath, a dear little 19th cent. stone cottage (middle one of three), built
for the many tin miners who populated this historic area. To the front there is a neat sheltered paved area with table/chairs and
barbecue, and beyond, neighbours’ gardens. Inside is cosy with bags of character; considerable effort has been made to make
it attractively different. Porch to living/dining room with granite inglenook and open fire, ceiling beams and slate floor/carpet;
tiny but efficient kitchen (microwave); stairs up to the double bedroom and shower-room (suite). There is an outside shed
with washing machine and tumble drier. No smoking. Smashing cottage for walkers/country-lovers.
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Price: Ref:

R65

Pensilva: large moorland village
(church, pub, shop, school) with its
origins in Cornwall’s tin mining history
and still very much a community.
Excellent pony-trekking; a wealth of ancient early Bronze Age megaliths. Water
sports on Siblyback Reservoir, 3 miles. Beaches on the south coast around
Looe (see page 76), about 12 miles.

... about 1% miles east of Pensilva in a wonderfully private, deeply wooded location, a
brand new, ‘upside down’ detached house with stunning long rural views. It and the
owners’ house stand in 24 acres of private woods and paddocks, full of bird song and
wildlife and over which you are welcome to walk. There are ponies, sheep and a very
friendly spaniel. A paradise for those who appreciate the natural environment.

Inside all new, contemporary and comfortable. From a neat, enclosed area with
table/chairs, door to large hall/utility room with slate floor, washing machine, freezer,
drying rack (coats/boots); two bedrooms — a double (5’ bed), and a twin, both with
lovely views; bathroom (suite plus bath-shower). Stairs up to open-plan living/dining/fitted
kitchen (dishwasher, microwave) with lots of sunlight through two French windows (both
with closed balconies) and those fantastic views. No smoking. A very romantic spot.
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Enquiries and bookings: 01647 433593

LDB HC Price: Ref:

. . . time-forgotten wooded village

St Mellion golf course

St Mellion: small village (pub,
church, shop, school) beside famous golf course (Jack
Nicklaus designed, recently updated, professional tournaments
venue, pictured above); 7 miles north-west of Plymouth; 2
miles from the River Tamar at Halton Quay (canoeing); 5 miles
from Cotehele (beautiful Nat. Trust house and garden) and
about 12 miles from the Cornish south coast.

... 1% miles from St Mellion and about % mile by scenic footpath from the
golf course, a smart detached stone and timber 'upside down' lodge, one of several in a peaceful, wooded valley. Woods
to the front and side, open-plan garden surrounds. Inside, the whole of the upstairs is a spacious living/dining/kitchen with
polished oak floor, high beamed ceiling, open fire, table/chairs, masses of windows and glazed door to balcony (table/chairs).
Stylish fitted kitchen area (dishwasher, washing machine, microwave, fridge-freezer). Downstairs, three bedrooms:
double (5’ bed) with en suite bathroom (suite), TV and French window to patio (barbecue), and a very small twin and a single,
both with limited clothes hanging space and en suite shower-rooms (suites). Two free passes for unlimited use of old golf
course, and for free use of gym, swimming pool, tennis/squash courts for two people; spa and children’s club also

available. Phone. No smoking.
i % * Kk kY Sleeps: 5

Price: Ref:

R21
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More photos, real-time availability and online booking: www.helpfulholidays.com
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Calstock: time-forgotten village on the heavily
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wooded Cornish side of the River Tamar
(good food pub, restaurant, PO/shop, single
track railway station) with steam foot-ferry
down river to Cotehele House (Nat. Trust) and §
beautiful grounds, 1 mile. From the quayside,
fun canoeing expeditions. Now a World
Heritage area, the Tamar Valley once rang to
the sounds of lead and wolfram mining, but
nature has claimed her own and bird-song
dominates. Wonderful walks. Tavistock (see
page 90), 6 miles.

... % mile from the centre of Calstock, along the
river bank by a tiny boatyard full of masts, a
semi-detached Victorian cottage (built for a mining
engineer), renovated by young artistic owner who has
thought of just about everything for your comfort
and convenience. There is a Canadian canoe for
your use (own risk) which can be launched from
across the lane 100 yards away (life jackets provided). In front and to the side of the
cottage, a neat enclosed garden with table/chairs, barbecue and a useful shed with
bikes, wellies, waterproofs, child’s buggy, toys/games.

From the garden, door to attractive living room with handsome slate fireplace
(woodburner); fitted kitchen/dining room (dishwasher, microwave) with
table/chairs; utility room with washing machine, fridge-freezer and back door to
garden. Steepish stairs up to two beautifully presented bedrooms — a double
(6’ linked bed) with serene views across the river to the hills beyond, and a single
with pull-out truckle, best for one adult or two children; smart bathroom (suite plus
bath-shower). No smoking. Phone and Broadband connection. Owner provides
yummy pre-ordered meals. Ten minute walk to charming branch line railway to

Plymouth. An excellent cottage in an unspoilt area. ==
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