
DARTMOOR

Dartmoor: “the last great wilderness in Southern England”. Great
rock-tors top many of its often heather-covered hills. Marvellous for
walking, riding, tor-climbing, picnicking, kite-flying, pony-trekking
and, if youʼre at all energetic, not seeing other people. Just off its
edge, amid woods, valleys and farmed hills, are many pretty 
villages (sometimes thatched) and very lively small towns. All is 
protected from caravans, tents and most ugliness by being in the
Dartmoor National Park.

The half of the moor north of the B3212 is the highest and wildest;
no villages within it, almost no cultivation. The southern half has the
most spectacular tors, best wooded river valleys, a few villages (like
Widecombe, Buckland) in green-field ʻoasesʼ. The moorʼs eastern
edge is the softest, most wooded, most popular: Chagford,
Moretonhampstead, Lustleigh and Bovey Tracey are among its
best villages, and the River Teignʼs is an exceptionally beautiful
river valley. The Dart(s) – two of them rise in the moorʼs middle and
join at Dartmeet – is/are equally beautiful all the way to the sea at
Dartmouth. Very lovely, too, are the valleys of the rivers Avon,
Erme, Walkham and Tavy; Tavy Cleave, on the latter, is the 
western moorʼs most dramatic place. The quality of a pub can
change so quickly we hesitate to recommend, but there are plenty
of them; and of places to ride or pony-trek. The National Park
Headquarters is at Bovey Tracey.
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Yelverton: village
(churches, pubs,
PO/shops, golf club,
tennis/badminton,
horse riding) in an
Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty on
the far south-west
edge of Dartmoor.
13th cent. Buckland
Abbey, once home
to Sir Francis Drake
(now Nat. Trust),
and The Garden
House (with magical 
gardens), 2 miles.

Tavistock (see below), 6 miles. Plymouth with its 
theatres, cinemas, many shops, Hoe, Barbican,
Maritime Museum, watersports and Saltram House
(Nat. Trust), 41⁄2 miles.

… 1⁄2 mile from Yelverton, off a wooded lane and 500 yards from the golf club, a beautifully converted, ʻupside downʼ, 17th
cent. detached stone barn within the extensive grounds and gardens (chickens) of the friendly ownersʼ 16th cent. farmhouse.
You have separate access and parking with a gravel path through a flower/shrub garden to a raised garden.

Inside, simple and sophisticated, with limestone floors and underfloor heating downstairs and wooden floors upstairs. Large,
light and airy open-plan living/dining/kitchen (dishwasher, microwave, fridge-freezer) with simple Shaker-style hand-crafted
cupboards, large butler sink, woodburner and glazed double doors both sides, one with safety rails and garden views, and
one opening to the raised patio/garden with lovely long wooded rural views. From the living area, two flights of stairs: one
up to a gallery bedroom/den (box of games) with single bed and pull-out truckle bed, and one down to two bedrooms – one
with a 6ʼ double, and one with linkable twin beds (make 6ʼ double); bathroom (suite with roll-top bath plus separate double 
shower); utility room with washing machine, tumble drier and door to garden; shower-room (suite). No smoking. Sleeps
maximum of 4 adults and 2 children. Brilliantly done, much recommended.
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Brentor: hamlet (ancient cottages
around its church) on the western side
of Dartmoor. Famous for its even older
St Michael de Rupe church (see above)
clinging precariously to the summit of a
massive volcanic outcrop with probably
the finest views in Devon overlooking
Dartmoor, Exmoor, Plymouth Sound and even over the border to Bodmin Moor. Recent English Heritage
investigations have revealed Iron Age earthworks defending the site. Lydford (see page 91), 3 miles.

… about 11⁄2 miles west of Brentor, an ʻaway from it all  ̓detached bungalow with terrific huge sky open views (no one else
in sight) across meadows to the Lyd Valley and Dartmoor. It is fully double glazed and insulated and surrounded by its own 
garden with a 6 acre field at the back (stocked with sheep in late autumn/early spring) with deer and unusual birds (red kites,
black pheasants, yellow hammers) around. Large paved, raised covered patio with big picnic table/benches and great views
(sunsets, wonderful starlit nights), barbecue, a little hedge-sheltered suntrap area with bench, lawn with childrenʼs swings and,
in an annexe, a games room (table football, darts, toys/games), and bikes (at your risk).

Inside, refurbished and very comfortable, cosy and attractive. Living room with huge windows, great time-wasting views, open
fire plus ʻliving flameʼ stove, and books/videos; dining room; kitchen (oil-fired Rayburn, dishwasher, combi-microwave) 
with table/chairs, door to back lobby (for coats/boots) and utility room with back-up electric cooker, washing machine, tumble
drier, freezer. Three bedrooms - a double (5ʼ bed), a twin, and a single with pull-out truckle. Bathroom (bath plus bath-
shower, washbasin), separate loo. Shower-room (suite). No smoking. Phone for local and incoming calls. Spring water
(tested). Suitable for partially disabled. A great value get away.
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Tavistock: fine, flourishing
ancient stannary town 
on the River Tavy on 
the south west edge of
Dartmoor, evolving around
a Benedictine Abbey
founded in 974. Lots of
interesting shops, farmersʼ
market, a little theatre,
leisure centre and once
home to Sir Francis Drake.
Golf, 4 miles. Plymouth
with its theatres, cinemas, many shops, Hoe,
Barbican, Maritime Museum, watersports and
Saltram House (Nat. Trust), 9 miles.

… a mile south of Tavistock (within Dartmoor Nat. Park)
is Grenofen Manor, sheltering very privately in wooded
farmland. This semi-detached cottage, converted from an old shippen (milking parlour), formed part of the many beautiful
barns and stables which served the manor house. Inside, stylish and contemporary with pretty views of the well kept 
flower-filled grounds and long views of the moor. Hall (for boots/coats); two bedrooms – a double, and a twin with pull-out
truckle; smart bathroom (suite plus bath-shower). Stairs up to open-plan living/dining/fitted kitchen (washing machine, slimline
dishwasher, microwave) with table/chairs, butler sink, tiled floor and door to little conservatory with chairs, and a little bit of
sunny lawned garden - great for sunbathing/snoozing, but not for ball games. No smoking. Many footpaths; South Hams
beaches, 18-20 miles across the moor. Lovely quiet place.

DARTMOOR: sunbathing and snoozing . . .    . . . Brentor’s volcanic summit church
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Brentor
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. . . Dartmoor’s highest peaks . . .

Meldon: hamlet on Dartmoorʼs northern
edge, close to Meldon Reservoir (trout
fishing), beautifully situated in a valley
below the moorʼs highest peaks (Yes Tor,
High Willhays), starting point for lovely
walks including to remote and ancient
Blacktor Copse. Okehampton (small

town, cinema, golf, tennis, indoor swimming pool and leisure centre, cycle route), 2 miles. Steam railway between
Meldon and Okehampton. Sea/beaches at Bude, approx. 25 miles (good road).

… 3⁄4 mile from Meldon Reservoir, a detached cottage with own large, secluded and pretty enclosed garden, on a 500 acre farm
which you are welcome to walk – cattle, sheep (calves, lambs in spring), horses. Games room (full-size snooker table), 100
yards away. The cottage has lovely views over its garden (lawns, flowers, table/chairs, barbecue, swing, slide) to fields/trees from
all windows. Inside, porch/sunroom; dining room with oil-fired Rayburn; step down to living room (open fire, CD player,
books/videos/games); well-equipped fitted kitchen (dishwasher, washing machine, microwave, fridge-freezer) with door to 
utility room (tumble drier) and, off it, downstairs loo/washbasin. Upstairs (stairgates), three bedrooms – two double, one bunk –
and bathroom (suite plus bath-shower). Friendly cottage and owners: proper farm.
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Lydford: village on Dartmoorʼs
western edge, of Saxon origin and
medieval importance (castle
ruins), now famous for its gorge
(Nat. Trust, very beautiful walk by
the River Lyd with pools, boulders
and waterfalls, deep in woods -
see left). Two good food pubs,
church, shop; trout/sea trout 
fishing in the Lyd; riding stables
locally. Sea/beaches, about 25
miles, north or south coasts.
Roadford Lake, 9 miles.
Tavistock (market town), 5 miles.
The amazing tor-top church at
Brentor (see page 90), 3 miles.

... a mile from the centre of Lydford (but
only 1⁄4 mile from excellent food pub)
and 1⁄2 mile from the open moor
(rivers/pools for swimming), two semi-
detached cottages on a 12 acre farm
with historic British rare breed cattle,
sheep and goats. ʻOpen Farmʼ to 
visitors (daily 10am - 4pm) in the
grounds (small car park nearby) with
tea room and farm shop. Wonderful
wetland gardens to wander and visitors
can help with feeding and care of the
animals. You are welcome to enjoy the
facilities during your stay.

The cottages are designed and 
furnished to a high standard; each has its own enclosed paved patio
(table/chairs, barbecue) with wonderful south-westerly views (brilliant
sunsets). Small pond (unfenced); orchard with childrenʼs play area (slide,
swings). Stabling and grazing for horses available (good riding area); very
peaceful. No smoking. Great for two family parties to share.

Ash Cottage (on the right in main picture and right) has small hall, off which
a spacious living room with terracotta-tiled floor with rugs, comfy sofas, CD
player, nice pictures, doors to patio. Well-equipped fitted kitchen/dining
room (dishwasher, microwave, fridge-freezer, gas hob and electric
oven). Downstairs loo (washbasin, washing machine). Stairs from hall up
to three bedrooms - one double with views down the valley, and two twin,
all prettily decorated and comfortable. Bathroom (suite plus bath-shower)
and separate loo. 

Elm Cottage (on the left in picture)
has an entrance hall off which a
well-equipped fitted kitchen 
(dishwasher, washing machine,
microwave, fridge-freezer, gas
hob and electric oven), and arch to
good-sized living/dining room with
terracotta-tiled floor with rugs, 
CD player, and doors to patio.
Downstairs loo (washbasin). Stairs
from hall up to three bedrooms -
two double, and a twin. Bathroom
(suite plus bath-shower). Separate
loo.
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. . . rare breed animals on ‘open farm’ DARTMOOR

Lydford Gorge
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Lydford (see page 91):

... 2 miles south-west of Lydford and 1
from its gorge, 400 yards of private
farm-lane end at Burnville Farm, a
lovely farmstead amid beech trees.
It is on the side of a shallow stream-

valley with supreme views of Dartmoor hills and tors, and to
Brentorʼs peak-top church, from almost anywhere on the 250 acre
working farm (direct moor access from it). There are sheep, cattle,
ponies, pigs, chickens, ornamental pheasants. You can “go anywhere”
(owners) on the farm and help is most welcome. Stabling/grazing
for your own ponies/horses, a pond (picnicking), with mallard, moorhen
and usually Canada geese in spring; badgers and foxes about. Clay
pigeon shooting and instruction, and mountain bikes (adultsʼ and 
childrenʼs) by arrangement. Outdoor heated swimming pool (32ʼ x 16ʼ
and 3ʼ6” to 8ʼ deep, available 22 May to 12 Sept) and hard tennis court
shared with owners. Fun badminton and volleyball. Games room
(6ʼ pool table, table tennis, skittle alley) and well-equipped gym in a
refurbished barn. Lovely walled vegetable garden. Fresh veg. available
in season, and eggs. Golf and gliding, 2 miles. 

For you to stay in are the original stone farmhouse (see right) or a
large Victorian house (see page 93), 200 yards up the private lane,
a converted coachhouse (above), roughly midway between the two,
or a converted barn (see page 93) a mile away. The extremely nice
owners live nearby but out of sight and do B&B in their own house.

The converted coachhouse (see above) has its own indoor 
swimming pool (17ʼ x 8ʼ x 3ʼ - ʻendless poolʼ with variable river flow)
and sauna in a separate building just a few yards away with double
doors opening to patio (table/chairs). Own heated games room
(snooker, table tennis, table football, CD player), another lovely paved
patio (table/chairs, barbecue) and approx. 1 acre garden (partly
stepped or sloping, but with large level lawn areas, sandpit, wooden
playhouse). Inside, delightful, well-decorated and furnished, mainly
big rooms with many windows (original coachhouse openings).

Elegant living room with big fireplace (open fire), big arched French 
windows, CD player; dining room with big ornamental fireplace and 
arched windows, slate floor, glazed door to patio; smart fitted kitchen
(dishwasher, microwave, larder fridge); maple-floored den with 
woodburner, TV and video and French windows to forecourt; laundry
room (washing machine, tumble drier, freezer, big Belfast sink); 
childrenʼs snug with wooden floor, beanbags, toys; boot room, and 
downstairs shower-room (suite). Upstairs, five bedrooms - master double
with en suite shower-room (suite), another double (mahogany bed), one
twin, one single, and childrenʼs room with two sets of bunks (one set 2ʼ6”);
two bathrooms (suites). Payphone. Arrival after 4pm, departure by
11am. Cautionary Deposit £100.

The farmhouse at Burnville Farm - large, slate-roofed, ʻlisted  ̓(with at
least one leaded window for the connoisseur) - is on the edge of the 
farmyard and has its own enclosed, secluded, good-sized garden (lawn,
stream, beech trees, barbecue), 20 yards away. Inside, small slate-floored
hall; beamed, comfortable living room (CD player) leading to large 
sunroom with pine furniture, pot plants; beamed slate-floored dining room
with big granite open fireplace and ancient dough trough as scrub-topped
table/backed benches; fitted kitchen (dishwasher, microwave); wide
quarry-tiled passage for boots, etc., and playing; small laundry room
(washing machine, tumble drier, freezer) leading to downstairs shower-
room (suite). Upstairs, four bedrooms - one double (6ʼ bed, unzippable to
make twin), one with double bed, plus single divan by arrangement (some
distance from the loo!), one single (washbasin), and one with two sets of
bunks (one 2ʼ6”); bathroom (suite) and separate loo (all bedrooms except
the single have steps up or down to the bathroom/loo). Payphone. 
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DARTMOOR: lovely Burnville Farm . . .    . . . amid beech trees
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. . . superb views from Guinea . . . DARTMOOR. . . and the Red Barn

Burnville Farm (see page 92):

... also at Burnville Farm, the large
Victorian house, called Guinea, has
superb Dartmoor views (see below) from
most windows. 200 yards from the farm-
house, farm buildings, and ownersʼ house,
it stands above and set back from the 
private lane, with the lawn in front and
gravelled patio (table/chairs, flower-tubs,
brick barbecue) and another lawn behind –
all enclosed; you share the outdoor 
swimming pool, games room and gym,
tennis court and all other facilities at the
farm (see far left). Inside, very spacious
with high ceilings, fine arched stripped-

pine doors, mainly pine furniture. Porch; depth-of-house living room (open fire, CD player) with windows both ends; pretty 
dining room (cast iron Victorian open fireplace) with antique table seating 8 (intimately) and large toy box; big, well-equipped
fitted kitchen (dishwasher, microwave, fridge-freezer) with dining/breakfast table seating 10, back door and porch to garden;
downstairs bathroom (suite); also cloakroom (loo, washbasin, washing machine, tumble drier). Upstairs, five bedrooms –
two double (both with moor views), twin (washbasin, garden views), and two bunk bedrooms (garden/countryside views) – and
bathroom (suite plus hand-shower). Payphone.

LD

T

HC  BS

B/A

CH
OF

R

R
DVD

V

D
E

B

Price: Ref:Sat

Bath/shower: 2

� � � 1⁄2

Bedrooms: 5 LL8 P A122

Sleeps: 10

... a mile away by car or a 10 minute walk across Burnville Farm (see
page 92), is the Red Barn, highly successfully converted, surrounded by
its own enclosed garden with terrace at the back. It shares the tennis court,
swimming pool and all other facilities at the farm; has splendid long
views over farmland to the moor.
Front door to good-sized hall off which the very spacious, stylish beamed
living room with windows all one side and doors to terrace, fireplace
(woodburner), deeply comfy sofas, books, antiques and good paintings,
wood floors with rugs over. Lockable door to an indoor swimming 
pool (15ʼ x 8ʼ x 3ʼ - ʻendless poolʼ with variable river flow for ambitious
swimmers) and jogging and rowing machines in panelled room with 
glazed door to terrace. Pretty dining/fitted kitchen, well-equipped, excellent 
handmade fitments (dishwasher, microwave, fridge-freezer), pine 
dining table, glazed doors to little patio (table/chairs). Utility room 
with washing machine, tumble drier; downstairs loo (washbasin). 
All downstairs floors except living room have good terracotta tiles.
Upstairs, three pretty, very
individual bedrooms, all
with superb views - a 
double with 5ʼ brass bed and
en suite bathroom (suite
plus hand-shower), another
double with 5ʼ pine bed and
en suite bathroom (suite
plus triple tray power-
shower), a twin with antique
Victorian beds and en 
suite bathroom (suite plus 
hand-shower). Payphone.
Cautionary Deposit £100.
A really fine five star 
cottage.

LD

T

HC  BS
CH
WB

inc

inc
DVD
VE

DB

We very much like this farm, the houses, whole atmosphere, and they have been much praised. Tremendous freedom
and number of things to do for children and adults. Sumptuous evening meal menu. Excellent owners. Outdoor 
swimming pool available 24 May to 14 September.

Price:

QQ

Ref:Fri

Bath/shower: 3

� � � � �

Bedrooms: 3 A51

Sleeps: 6
The view
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. . . friendly family house . . .
Welsh dresser and, off it, a sunny fitted kitchen 
(dishwasher, washer-drier, microwave, fridge-freezer)
with breakfast table and glazed door to garden, wonderful
view from the kitchen sink! Also off the dining/family room
(4 steps), a snug/childrenʼs/TV room with bay window/
seat and open fire in Victorian fireplace. One step into
hall/living room with parquet floor, woodburner in
Victorian fireplace, front door (unused) and little glazed
flower-filled porch. Next, a twin bedroom (zip-linked beds)
with 2 steps up to en suite bathroom (suite plus separate
power-shower). 

Stairs from the living room to five more bedrooms: above
the kitchen, a double with washbasin and glazed door to
outside staircase down to garden. Next, a bathroom (suite
plus separate shower), separate loo, a smallish twin (or
zip-linkable to 6ʼ double, washbasin), a double, a room with
two single beds, and the master double with en suite 
bathroom (suite plus separate power-shower). Phone with
Broadband internet/wireless LAN access. No fireworks
permitted. Suitable for partially disabled. Cautionary
Deposit £100. A good friendly place.

South Brent: large, friendly village with good shops
and pubs on the southern edge of Dartmoor, a mile off
the A38, so easy access. Lovely walks into the moor
from Shipley Bridge (2 miles). Totnes (attractive old
town - boat trips to Dartmouth in summer), 7 miles.
The sea/sandy beaches at Torbay or Thurlestone,
13-15 miles. Golf locally.
… just outside South Brent on the Dartmoor side, on the edge
of the little hamlet of Aish, a large, detached, south-facing,
mainly Georgian/Victorian house with its own mature 
gardens (one enclosed) and lovely long rural views over the
South Hams. Owned and used by the same family for many,
many years.

Inside, spacious, one room leading to the next downstairs, 
centrally heated with Victorian fireplaces in virtually every
room. Main family room with Aga, big dining table seating 12, 
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Cornwood: village (pub, shop, church) on the
sheltered southern South Hams edge of
Dartmoor. Many prehistoric hut circles on the
open moor above, around the beautiful River
Yealm. Ivybridge (see page 119), 3 miles.
Plymouth and the sea at Mothecombe
(unspoilt, sandy beach) or Noss Mayo and
Newton Ferrers (yachts, very pretty - see
page 120), all about 8 miles.

… an excellent cottage a mile from Cornwood village, in the grounds of
a beautiful estate which is yours to enjoy: 100 acres including woodland
and formal gardens (formerly Nat. Gardens Trust) with many unusual trees,
hornbeam hedges, azaleas, rhododendrons; large pond; hard tennis
court. Own private courtyard with barbecue, garden furniture. Very well
converted from a shippen, the cottage is attached to an empty barn. Mainly
old pine furniture with good quality and colourful fabrics, lots of pictures,
books; homely and very comfortable. Porch; large, beamed living/dining/
fitted kitchen (dishwasher, washer-drier, microwave, fridge-freezer, gas
cooker – well away from the living area) with woodburner (logs included),

paintings, prints, long pine dining table and Welsh dresser. Upstairs (stairgates), three bedrooms – master double (5ʼ bed, 
ceiling to apex), twin, and enormous, exciting childrenʼs playroom, lined with material from an Egyptian tent, with canopy over
twin beds. Bathroom (suite plus bath-power-shower). Very welcoming place. 
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. . . sheltered moorland edge DARTMOOR
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