





. . . something for everyone . ..

Luton: tiny village (excellent food pub) in lanes
and farmland amid the wooded Haldon Hills.
Teignmouth (see page 71) and Dawlish
(sea/beaches), 3 miles. Heathland golf course
above Teignmouth; birdwatching and pleasant
pubs beside the River Teign estuary (boating).
Exeter (shops, theatre, railway, airport), 10
miles. Activity centre (quad bikes, archery,
paintball, fishing), 1 mile.

... Y2 mile from Luton, on a 105 acre livestock farm,
. a recently converted barn (arrow 1, right) attached
Pool for B&1 - : to the 18th cent. farmhouse with an integral indoor
- heated swimming pool (19’ x 11’ x 4; available 9am
— 9pm). The friendly owners are enthusiastic and
proud that wildlife abounds on their land, which is designated a Site of Special Scientific Interest. You are welcome to walk their
land and share their interest. There are Neolithic burial sites, a stream, ponds and a woodland picnic area. If you're a ‘twitcher,
bring a camera; you might see a cirl bunting, nightjar or very rare Dartford warbler.

Inside, simple and stylish with oak floors, good fabrics and emphasis on comfort. Approached through your own enclosed garden
(table/chairs, gas barbecue). Downstairs, hall; large living room with woodburner; fitted kitchen/dining room (dishwasher,
washer-drier, fridge-freezer, microwave); double bedroom; shower-room (suite). Upstairs, four more bedrooms — two double
with en suite bathrooms (suites), and two twin; two more shower-rooms (suites). Old stables converted into a games room with
pool table, PlayStation and other games. 7 TVs/7 DVDs.

Professional catering and ready meals available. There is something for everyone with this cottage - exciting sports, or
peace and tranquillity.

Sleeps 10 Bedrooms 5
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Enquiries and bookings: 01647 433593 More photos, real-time availability and online booking: www.helpfulholidays.com Electricity, heating, bed linen and duvets included unless stated otherwise

. .. woodland picnics

... and on the same farm as B81 (see left
and arrow 2, right), a recently converted
barn also attached to the 18th cent.
farmhouse. You are welcome to walk the
farm and enjoy the wildlife.

Inside is very roomy, light, and
comfortable with some heavy beams and
knobbly walls. From a sunny front area
with table/chairs and barbecue, large
glazed entrance doors to an open-
plan living (TV/DVD)/dining/fitted kitchen
(dishwasher, washer-drier, microwave,
fridge-freezer). Stairs up from the living
area to two bedrooms — a double, and a
twin, both with TV/DVD; bathroom (suite
plus bath-shower). Professional catering
and ready meals available. A really good
spot for coast or moor.

Sleeps 4 Bedrooms 2
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TORBAY & THE RED CLIFFS: Western House

Highweek: hilltop village (church, pub) about a mile
outside Newton Abbot (market town with leisure
centre, racecourse, mainline railway). Golf, 1 mile.
Beaches at Shaldon (see page 72) and Teignmouth
(see page 71), 4 miles. Torbay (see page 67), 7
miles. Dartmoor National Park, 6 miles.

... an elegant, superbly renovated 1820s detached house
about a mile from the pub in Highweek; two acres of
particularly fine gardens, full of specimen plants/shrubs,
surround it. To the front, magnificent mature trees and a very
large paved area for parking; from this, steps down through
colourful shrubs to the indoor heated swimming pool (31’
x 15’6”) with jet stream and shower-room, loo and exercise
area with cross-trainer; extensive lawns with gazebo (open
fire, barbecue, table tennis, electric light/power) and, beyond,
a wildlife-friendly wood with large pond (toddlers beware)
with island house for the resident ducks — a beautiful, tranquil
area.

The house is exceptional. Enormous care has been taken
with recent renovation. Elegant width-of-house living room
(open fire) with baby grand piano, views of the garden and
French windows to a terrace (table/chairs) with gorgeous
long views; second smaller living room; dining room (two
tables, CD player); ultimate kitchen (featured in ‘25 Beautiful
Kitchens’ 2005) designed by food-loving owner for several
‘foodies’ simultaneously to prepare special meals (Aga,
5-ring gas hob, split-level electric oven, freezer, larder fridge)
with polished granite worktops, central work island, slate
floor, table/chairs, French windows both sides to suntrap
terraces; also pantry with two dishwashers, microwave,
fridge-freezer; laundry room with washing machine and
tumble drier; children’s playroom/snug with games
computer; snooker/games room with 3 size snooker table,
table football, toys/games; downstairs loo (washbasin).

Enquiries and bookings: 01647 433593 More photos, real-time availability and online booking: www.helpfulholidays.com Electricity, heating, bed linen and duvets included unless stated otherwise

Stairs from hall up to mezzanine floor with two bedrooms - a large room with three single beds, sofa bed and glazed doors to
balcony, and a double room accessed via the large room only. These two rooms share a bathroom (suite plus hand-shower
and separate shower) also accessed via the large room only.

Stairs continue up to landing, a family bathroom (suite plus bath-shower) and five more bedrooms, all very individually decorated:

The African Room - a double (washbasin)

The Sunflower Room - a double (5’ bed) with en suite bathroom (suite plus bath-shower and hand-shower) and door to a simple
single room (no hanging space) - can be accessed from landing or Sunflower Room

The French Room - a double (5’ bed, washbasin)

The Antoinette Room - a double with additional single day bed and en suite bathroom (suite with free-standing roll-top bath plus
separate shower)

Attached to the east side of the house is an annexe with separate external access and a decked area (table/chairs). This is smart
but more modest in style: open-plan living room with sofa bed, TV and a kitchen area (microwave, washing machine, larder
fridge); two bedrooms — a double (5’ bed) and a twin (zip-linkable, no hanging space); bathroom (suite plus bath-shower). It is
particularly useful for teenagers or grandparents wanting to do their own thing.

4 TVs/3 DVDs. Professional catering and ready meals available. Arrival after 4pm. Cautionary Deposit £500. This is a
stunning house — you won’t want to leave.
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. . . pleasure boats and promenade . . . . .. art deco style TORBAY & THE RED CLIFFS

Highweek (see page 70):

... a smart, Grade Il listed cottage converted from
old stables, 400 yards from the pub in Highweek and
serenely set in the 5 acre grounds of 16th cent.
Ringslade House. A barn separates cottage from
house. To the front is the drive and large, rabbit-
grazed lawn; at the back, a very private, enclosed courtyard (table/chairs, gas
barbecue) with gate to a meadow shaded by old apple trees, and a wildlife pond —
brilliant for energetic youngsters (not suitable for unsupervised toddlers). From the
meadow, access to a games barn with table tennis, table football, darts, pool table,
computer games and broadband. Store room (tumble drier) for your bikes, surfboards
etc.

e - e i s T k. - - - ]y e
...and a mile from the centre of Teignmouth, a handsome, detached 1930s art deco-style house with panoramic views over
the estuary towards Shaldon and the pretty fishermen’s cottages and bathing huts along Teignmouth’s river beach. Set just back
and above the road (very occasionally heard) which runs along the River Teign, this smartly restored home is comfortable and
well-equipped with good-sized rooms and lots of space. An enclosed, mostly lawned garden surrounds it with steps down to
flower and shrub-filled terraces at the front; to the side, sun deck and terrace area (table/chairs, barbecue, water glimpses) and
soft fruit beds (seasonal, pick your own). Behind, a hard-standing area for dinghy parking (max. 15’) and a handy storage shed
for your surfboards/beach gear.

Inside, very smart and stylish with flagstone floors throughout downstairs. Hall; shower-
room (suite); open-plan living/dining/fitted kitchen (dishwasher, washing machine,
microwave, fridge-freezer) with TV/DVD/video and door to courtyard. Stairs up to
landing and three bedrooms — one double (5’ sleigh bed) and two twin (one with —
linkable beds); bathroom (suite plus bath-shower). Cautionary Deposit £100. Eas!
access for m)oor or coas(t, yet ?ucked away. ) v bep v - Covered porch with front door into large hall; double glass doors to length-of-house living room (TV/Sky/DVD/video) with lovely
polished oak floor (rugs) and filled with light from large bay windows at the front (views); dining room, again bay-windowed with
T o M lovely views; super-smart kitchen/breakfast room (dishwasher, microwave, fridge-freezer, double oven/ceramic hob) with
@ @ é % ::;Ts walnut units, polished granite worktops, central island/breakfast bar (two stools), table/chairs for 8 and glazed double doors to
s deck/garden; off the kitchen, study/sitting room/children’s den with TV/DVD, desk and doors to deck and utility room (washer-
drier, larder fridge, back door to garden); downstairs loo (washbasin).
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. X . Upstairs, five bedrooms. At the front, with great water views: large master room with 6’ bed, TV, sofa, en suite bathroom (suite
Telgé\Tfo:.lth. 'tsma”t [ﬁsort/potlg Ifntha with jacuzzi bath plus separate shower) and small balcony; double (5’ bed) with en suite shower-room (suite), and a smart twin.
vRvpn eTu' position a Ie mou bo e With pretty garden views and water glimpses: a double, and a twin (zip-linkable to 6’ bed) with walk-in (no door) en suite shower-
b(la\:gathe{?lg I-?:ItgglzyHi(I‘I)se%il}lﬁigy bggtcsfyl‘ room (wet-room suite); family bathroom (suite plus bath-shower).

promenade, amusements, railway. Nice  Light and spacious, excellent stylish home. Caterers can be recommended. Great location for exploring coast and
gﬁgsﬁgrgggsvéig(ejeésoﬁ'e\i}%%;ﬁ?‘fﬁ]sgtu:nrg countryside. Cautionary Deposit £300.

birdwatching. Torquay ’(see page 74), 6
miles. Across the river (road bridge) is
Shaldon (see page 72).

... a detached bungalow high on the hill in a
very quiet residential estate about 172 miles
uphill from the centre of Teignmouth; PO/shop,
100 yards. Steps down to small, beautifully kept,
enclosed gardens; mostly flowers and rockery in
front, patio, lawn (barbecue, table/chairs) and
shrubs at the back. Steps (handrail) up to hall,
off which fitted kitchen (dishwasher,
microwave, fridge-freezer, gas cooker). Large,
® |-shaped living/dining room (‘coal effect’ gas fire,
TV/DVD/video) with panoramic sea views.
Three bedrooms - double (5" bed), twin (2'6” beds, linkable to make a double), and single. Bathroom (suite plus separate
shower). Washing machine and tumble drier in the garage (space for a small car only). Extra charge for bed linen. N.B.
Steepish driveway. A good, homely, all year round place.
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TORBAY & THE RED CLIFFS: boats and swans pass by . . .
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Shaldon: large pretty village at the mouth of the River Teign estuary: shops, ‘green, sandy beach with boats.
Bridge connects it with Teignmouth (golf, see page 71). Yachts, windsurfing, boats for hire (fishing trips),
birdwatching and pubs on the estuary. Small zoo. Coast path to Torquay (see page 74), 5 miles. Inland, good-
pub villages in farming valleys.

... in Shaldon, a toes-in-the-water, three-storey house, right on the beach,
beautifully converted from ancient warehouses and flanked by other properties.
Much time and care has been taken to make this a stylish, light, airy, extremely
comfortable home. Terrific views at the back across the water to Teignmouth
— a brilliant place to watch the boats, fishing cormorants and majestic swans
pass by.

Hall with loo (washbasin); elegant living room with high ceiling, handsome
fireplace (‘living flame’ fire), big windows and glazed doors to balcony and those
great views; high, wide archway through to smart fitted kitchen (dishwasher,
washer-drier, microwave, fridge-freezer) with refectory table/bench/chairs
and ceramic tiled floor. On first floor, three bedrooms — a double (5’ bed) with
en suite bathroom (suite with jacuzzi bath), a twin room and a single room with
pull-out truckle bed, both en suite to same shower-room (suite); sauna room;
more stairs up to second floor and a double bedroom (5’ bed) with en suite
bathroom (suite with corner bath plus hand-shower) and small balcony with
lovely views of the beach, the Ness and brilliant sunsets. TV/DVD.

An exceptional house. Cautionary Deposit £100. Loading/unloading
outside; roadside parking, or public car park, ¥z mile.

Sleeps 8 Bedrooms 4
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. .. cob and thatch

... and about 2 mile from the centre of Shaldon, an ancient Grade Il listed, cob and thatch semi-detached farmhouse.
Originally, its occupants farmed all the land adjoining, but now it sits in a quiet residential road on a steep hill. At the front, a fairly
large, enclosed walled garden with a partially hidden den and patio with table/chairs; at the back, an enclosed garden with large
patio (table/chairs), steps down to a lawn. Hall with parquet flooring; depth-of-house living/dining room with beam and inglenook
(‘living flame’ gas fire), lots of fascinating books, TV/DVD/video, games/DVDs/videos and a variety of artefacts/furniture from the
owners’ travels; smart kitchen/diner (dishwasher, fridge-freezer, gas hob) with polished granite worktops, butler sink and
Chinese slate floor; utility area with Belfast sink, washing machine; door to back garden. Downstairs loo/washbasin. Upstairs,
three bedrooms — a double (6’ bed), a twin, and a room with two sets of bunks; bathroom (suite) and shower-room (suite).
CH «]»

Cautionary Deposit £100. Lovely old family house.
T o 1}
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Home House

Combeinteignhead: sheltered valley village (church,
two pubs) of mostly little cottages among farmland and
woods (footpaths and bridleways). Pretty Shaldon (see
page 72) and Teignmouth (see page 71), 2 miles.
Torquay (see page 74), 4 miles. Golf and racecourse at
Newton Abbot, 3 miles.

... in Combeinteignhead, just 200 yards from a good food pub,
a pretty, Grade Il listed, semi-detached, thatched house.
Originally the main house to a thriving cider-producing farm, now
a smartly renovated and refurbished home. In front, a neat,
enclosed walled garden and, just beyond, about ¥z acre of lovely,
mature flowering shrub and lawned garden (summer house with
grapevine, table/chairs, barbecue) planned for year-round
interest, with a little stream (fenced) running along one side and
a wildlife pond. Forty-four yards from the house, an indoor
heated swimming pool (29’ x 12’ x 4’3" deep, occasionally
shared with owners) with changing room, shower and loo. You
can walk up through an orchard on to village footpaths.

Inside, a good combination of smartness and homeliness makes
this a super place. Two steps up into hall; living room with
gorgeous, heavy ceiling beams, big inglenook fireplace
(woodburner); second living room (cinema system with pull-
down screen and DVD projector) with door to cobbled path and
garden and, off the living room, a small Shaker-style kitchenette
with microwave, small fridge and ceramic hob; step up to snug
with oak floor, pool table, games/toys; step up to smart Shaker
style fitted kitchen (Aga, dishwasher) with big table and chairs,
black granite and oak worktops, door to granite steps down to
boot room, back door and outside loo; utility room with washing
machine, tumble drier, fridge-freezer, electric oven/gas hob
and microwave; loo (washbasin). Downstairs double bedroom
with en suite bathroom (suite).

From main hall, stairs up to four bedrooms — double (5’ bed)
with handsome internal stained glass window and en suite
bathroom (suite plus hand-shower), another double or twin with
6’ (zip-linked) bed, a twin, and a single. Large bathroom (suite
with roll-top bath plus separate shower).

From second living room, steps down to another double
bedroom with en suite bathroom (suite). Also from second
lounge, stairs up to double bedroom with en suite bathroom
(suite), and twin room with en suite loo (washbasin).

5 TVs/Sky/2 DVDs/blu-ray disc player/video.

Professional catering available. Cautionary Deposit £250.
Lovely home in a particularly pretty village.

Sleeps 15 Bedrooms 8
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TORBAY & THE RED CLIFFS: Devon’s famous resort . . .

Torquay: Devon’s most famous resort, built on hills beside its magnificent bay; palm trees along its seafront;
several sandy beaches, harbour (pleasure cruises, mackerel fishing) and yacht marina, theatre, cinemas and
leisure centre; lovely public gardens and pitch and putt (plus proper golf course); yachts, water-skiers.

.. an early Victorian detached villa, 200 yards from the harbour in
a quiet residential area of Torquay. Good sandy beaches, 10 minute
walk. Shops and good restaurants, 2 minutes. Steep terraced garden
(small pond/waterfall) and enclosed side garden with swing and
sandpit. The house is approached by a steep drive.

Entrance via stained glass conservatory to hall, off which downstairs
cloakroom (loo, washbasin). Elegant dining room (open fire, serving
hatch). Large, comfortable width-of-house living room (CD player)
with double doors to second living room with French windows to
enclosed decked area (table/chairs, barbecue) and garden. Large
fitted kitchen (dishwasher, large double oven with 5-burner hob,
larder fridge, eating area) with back stairs to first floor bedrooms.
Utility room (Belfast sink, microwave, fridge-freezer) from which
steep stairs down to laundry area (washing machine, tumble drier,
freezer).

From the hall, stairs up to four first floor bedrooms — a double (or
twin) with harbour glimpses; a twin (washbasin); another double with
en suite shower-room (suite) and walk-in wardrobe; and another
double (or twin) with curtained en suite shower-room (suite);
bathroom (suite plus bath-shower) and separate loo.

Two more bedrooms on the second floor - a dormitory bedroom
(washbasin) with four beds (which can be made up to two twin or a
twin and bunks), and a large double with glimpses over rooftops of
the harbour and sea beyond - and internal shower-room (suite). This
floor would be suitable for a family unit.

I At the bottom of the drive, close to the public road and about 20
yards from the main house, is the Coach House, converted into a
games room (table tennis, darts, bagatelle, table skittles).

2 TVs/DVD/2 videos. Caretakers live on site. Cautionary Deposit
£150.
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Enquiries and bookings: 01647 433593 More photos, real-time availability and online booking: www.helpfulholidays.com Electricity, heating, bed linen and duvets included unless stated otherwise

. Victorian villas

The view

.. also in Torquay, in one of its smartest and oldest
resujenllal areas called Wellswood (good houses, lots
of trees, large gardens), a grand Grade Il listed, early
Victorian house with lovely, long sea views (see

right), in just over an acre of garden. To one side, a §

mimosa tree-shaded lawn with table and chairs, gravel
terrace and, beyond, winding paths leading down
through densely growing rhododendron, laurel and
hydrangea (great for ‘hide and seek’ games) into
woodland and orchard area.

Inside, lofty, spacious and elegant with some lovely
pieces of furniture. Large open porch; entrance dining
hall with fine marble fireplace (ornamental); wonderfully
sunny living room with huge windows looking to the
garden and sea beyond, second sitting room (open
fire, chandelier, TV/DVD/video, books, games); huge
kitchen (dishwasher, microwave, fridge-freezer,
range cooker with 6-burner gas hob and electric double
oven) with table and chairs in the middle, TV, CD player
and another fine marble fireplace (ornamental); door
from kitchen to conservatory with chairs; back lobby
with washing machine, and loo/washbasin. Stairs
down to cellarrgames room with table tennis, half-sized
pool table, table football and darts.

Stairs from hall up to landing and five bedrooms - two
double (both with sea views, both with TV) with en suite
bathrooms (suites, one with bath-shower and one with
hand-shower), a twin (TV) with en suite shower-room
(suite, also accessible from landing), a huge room with
two sets of twin beds, sea view, TV/DVD and en suite
bathroom (suite plus bath-shower and hand-shower),
and another small double with washbasin; loo/
washbasin. At the back, an attached cottage occupied
by caretaker.

Membership of health and fitness club (indoor pool,
sauna, solarium, gym, tennis) at nearby Osborne Hotel
(2 minute drive or 10 minute walk through woods) for
a small charge (ask us for details). A super family
house. Cautionary Deposit £250. Arrival after 4pm.

Sleeps 12 Bedrooms 5
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... Tudor history . . .

1 Collaton St Mary: little village
(pub, church) 2 miles from the
seafront/sandy beaches at
Paignton (theatre, cinemas,
harbour, shops, entertainments,
good zoo, mainline railway).
Torquay (see page 74), 3 miles;
Brixham (see right), 5; golf, 3%-.
The beautiful River Dart at
Stoke Gabriel (pubs, see page
77), 2 miles. Totnes (attractive
town, boat trips to Dartmouth, 3
miles; Dartington (arts centre,
craft shops), 5; Dartmoor, 11.

... Blagdon is a 16th cent. manor
house, 2 mile from Collaton St
Mary, about 300 yards from a public
road, tucked behind a popular
thatched pub (but completely hidden
from it by high wall/trees). Caravan
site nearby, partly visible from some
upstairs windows (only). Through the
vicissitudes of its history, the house’s
main downstairs rooms remain very recognisably 16th cent. Once
a hotel, it has now been converted to self-catering. In the garden,
fine big heated (extra) swimming pool (20’ x 40’ x 4’ to 7’ deep,
available 28 May to 17 September) with ‘splash pool’ (approx 2’
deep) at one end, decking border (chairs, tables, umbrellas), paved
terraces (two barbecues), large lawn, flowers.

Front door from big walled and cobbled courtyard to the 16th cent.
‘great hall’ with high ceiling to the apex (ancient beams), big open
fireplace breasted with heraldic emblems/shields, piano,
comfortable sofas/tables; through to large, comfortable living room
(open fire, TV/DVD), also little changed by the years. At the ‘great
hall’s’ other end, door to big dining room with area for children’s
toys/playing, leading to fitted kitchen (dishwasher, microwave,
commercial cooker with double oven, larder fridge), utility room
(washing machine, tumble drier, freezer), and separate loo.

Behind the ‘great hall’ a passage leads, past a downstairs loo, up
4 steps to a landing off which is a double bedroom with single divan
(2'6"), also an en suite shower-room (suite). Stairs on up to three
more bedrooms - a large room (washbasin) with four single beds,
twin (washbasin), and double with en suite bathroom (suite plus
hand-shower) - and shower-room (suite). These bedrooms all look
to the courtyard or trees (close).

From the other end of the downstairs passage outside the ‘great
hall; the main staircase leads up to another landing and corridor off
B which seven bedrooms: small double bedroom (washbasin, 4’ bed)
with original Tudor window (old stained glass) and small double
(four-poster bed), both looking to the courtyard, and off this double
a small room with bunk beds (shower cubicle, washbasin); double
with washbasin; another double with en suite shower-room (suite);
twin with en suite shower-room (suite); double with en suite
shower-room (suite). All these have views over the garden and
swimming pool. Across the corridor a bathroom (suite), a shower-room (suite) and a shower-room. Down an additional corridor,
a family bedroom with double (zip-linkable beds) and two single beds, with barrel-shaped ceiling and en suite bathroom (suite).
On the wide ‘minstrels’ gallery’ overlooking the ‘great hall’ is a pool table. Table tennis, football game, darts available.

Professional catering available. Electricity and heating extra (meter reading). Heating the swimming pool is also charged
for by meter reading. A grand place for a multi-family, multi-interests (but particularly, perhaps, seaside/resort
entertainments orientated) party. Cautionary Deposit £150.
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Brixham: Torbay’s fishing port: beautiful busy
harbour, fishermen’s cottages, narrow streets,
stepped alleyways, shops. Lots of beaches
nearby (Goodrington Sands, 3 miles); indoor
and open-air (sea) swimming pools, yacht marina. Cliff walks to Kingswear, 4 miles. Boats for hire. Launch trips
to Torbay or Dartmouth. Resort amusements. Golf, 2 miles. Torquay (see page 74), 7.

... about a mile from the centre of Brixham, a pretty little cottage attached to the friendly owners’ house. Own entrance leads
into beamed living/dining room (open fire, TV/DVD, books), and fitted kitchen (dishwasher, washing machine, microwave).
Up steepish stairs (rope rail) to two bedrooms - a twin, and a double; bathroom (suite). Outside, little patio and small lawn with
barbecue and garden chairs. Useful bus stop within a few yards. No children under 6.

S P TSE e
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... also on the edge of Brixham, 5 minutes’ walk from Fishcombe beach
(coarse sand, café), a 1930s semi-detached family house, with views
across allotments to Torbay. A much loved, owner-enjoyed house. Inside,
comfortable and unpretentious. Small area of garden at the front and, behind,
an enclosed, pretty, mostly lawned garden (table/chairs). Glazed porch leads
to good-sized hall (beautiful original stained glass doors) and living room
with original ornamental fireplace, bay window. Newly fitted kitchen
(dishwasher, washing machine, tumble drier, microwave) with breakfast |
table. Cloakroom (loo, washbasin). Separate dining room (tuned piano, |
ornamental fireplace) with French windows leading to garden room (prolific
vine, freezer) and opening to garden. Upstairs, three bedrooms: at the front,
a twin (bay window, binoculars) and a single, both with lovely coastal views;
and to the rear, a double with views over the garden to Brixham beyond.
Newly fitted bathroom (suite plus separate shower). TV/DVD. A good family
property in a great location.
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