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Here are our very latest holiday homes for you to enjoy in the 
wonderful West Country. From soft south Devon to the rugged cliffs of
Cornwall, all have been inspected and star rated by us and we 
can wholeheartedly recommend them as great places for happy 
holidays as youʼd expect.

Donʼt forget if you love the West Country, need a break, fancy a 
weekend seeing the family and canʼt make a full week, between October
and the following Easter (and at short notice throughout the year) we take
3 and 4 night bookings at most properties. 

The West Country peninsula boasts the most varied and spectacular
coastline in the country. Thanks to the superb work of the Royal National
Lifeboat Institution (RNLI), holidaymakers and local residents rest 
assured that they can enjoy these marine delights in safety.

The RNLI is totally reliant upon voluntary contributions and legacies for
the funds it needs. Last summer, the RNLI lifeguard service helped 8,106
people on 66 South West beaches. In the same three month period there
were 700 lifeboat launches. It currently operates 29 lifeboat stations and
provides lifeguard services at over 60 beaches in our region. 

Without public support it couldnʼt fulfil this essential role. If youʼd like to 
make a contribution, we suggest £5 or a sum of your choice with 
your booking. Please make cheques payable to the RNLI or you can 
visit www.justgiving.com/helpfulholidays and donate online. Helpful 
Holidays will match the total raised at the end of the year. 
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This greatly appreciated guide continues to go from strength to strength.
In 2008 we have more attractions than ever: new entries include 
Caerhays Castle Gardens, Dartmouth Castle, The Lost Gardens of 
Heligan, Trebah Garden of Dreams, St Mawes Castle and The Cornish
Cyder Farm.

Weʼve also updated the HH Top 10s, which proved popular last year;  with
beaches to walks, places to eat and places to relax and unwind, weʼll
send you this free guide with your booking confirmation to help you plan
your holiday.

Back by popular demand, our favourite competition and the chance to
shine for all you budding Wordsworths, Shelleys or Keatses. Wax lyrical
about your stay in the West Country in a poem and you can win a 
Helpful Holidays break worth £400. Entries need to be with us by the
end of September 2008 if you are to have a chance of winning. 

Our congratulations to Rebecca Price from Stroud in Gloucestershire, who
won a £400 holiday voucher in our 2007 photographic competition with
her picture of Stickwick House at Hennock on Dartmoor. 

Have very happy holidays in 2008 and we look forward to helping you
soon.
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2008 Poetry CompetitionWhat shall we do today?
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Dowran: hamlet of farms
and ancient cottages deep
in granite hedgerow lanes,
2 miles from St Just (see
brochure, page 203), and
4 from the magnificent

sand/surf beach at Sennen Cove. The
Minack Theatre (open-air, cliffside), 7
miles. Landʼs End, about 6 miles. 
Moorland with many prehistoric remains,
footpaths and pony-trekking nearby.

… in Dowran, a sweet little Georgian granite cottage, one in a row of three with long
sea views across farmland to Landʼs End. Inside, knobbly walls, ceiling beams and a
comfortable mixture of modern and good pieces of old furniture. About 10 yards of 
footpath lead to a neat, attractive front garden, enclosed by a stone wall over and through
which wild plants have been encouraged to grow. 
Porch for coats/boots to depth-of-cottage living/dining room catching sunshine from 
morning to evening, with a huge inglenook (multi-fuel stove running one radiator) 
and slate floor; tiny galley kitchen (dishwasher, washing machine, microwave, gas 
cooker). Stairs up to two bedrooms – both double, one roomy with long sea views, and
one distinctly cosy with a cabin-style bed (2 large steps up) and Velux window; both beds
have access to one side only and there is limited clothes hanging space; bathroom (suite
plus hand-shower). No smoking. A good hide-away for anyone, particularly walkers.
Parking for one car only (no other parking in hamlet). Arrival after 4pm.

Price:
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Bath/shower: 1
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Bedrooms: 2 Z26

Sleeps: 3
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Brane: hamlet of stone cottages
and working farm, at the end of a

no through road, deep in Cornish hedgerow
lanes with footpaths radiating in all 
directions. Within its boundaries the Iron Age
settlement of Carn Euny lies. Lovely walk of
about 1½ miles to Drift Reservoir (fishing).
Sennen with its huge sandy/surfing beach,
and St Just (see brochure, page 203) both 3
miles. More sandy beaches at Porthcurno,
Porthchapel, Pednvounder, 7 miles. 
Popular St Ives, 14 miles.

… in Brane, snuggling amongst its sister cottages, a sturdy detached 19th cent. stone
cottage. A neat walled garden surrounds it with large raised paved terrace (table/chairs).
Inside, recently totally renovated, dove-tailing well with old ceiling beams and panelling.
Depth-of-cottage living room (20ʼ) with exposed floorboards and ceiling beams (6ʼ2”) and
woodburner; dining area with huge granite inglenook (woodburner) and neat fitted
kitchen with dishwasher; utility room with washing machine, microwave and freezer.
Steepish stairs up to four bedrooms – two double, one with en suite shower-room (suite),
and two single, all with long rural views; bathroom (suite plus bath-shower). Useful 
outhouse for surfboards/bikes. No smoking. Brilliant for walkers/families in an almost
traffic-free situation.
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Price:

H

Ref:Fri

Bath/shower: 2
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Bedrooms: 4 Z24

Sleeps: 6
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