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Welcome to our first supplement for 2009 – here are 40 new holiday
homes to add to our growing portfolio of good places to stay in the
beautiful West Country. 

As ever, weʼve star rated and inspected them all and can wholeheartedly
recommend them as great places for happy holidays. If youʼd like more
information about any of them, please call our telephone team (01647
433593) who will help find the perfect one for you.

We had to respond to the reduction in
the VAT rate. As an agency, we only 
pay VAT on our fee; a reduction of 
about 50p for every £100 paid by our
holidaymakers. Because the amount 
is relatively small, it seems a good 
opportunity to give the VAT reduction
to our regular charities rather than 
reduce our prices. By the end of next
year we should have quite a good pot
of money to distribute to organisations
which might, by then, be finding funds
harder to come by.

Farms for City Children is our charity for
2009. Founded in 1976 by author Michael
Morpurgo, the childrenʼs Laureate (ʻWar
Horseʼ) and his wife Clare, the charityʼs aim is
to enrich the lives of children from urban
areas by giving them the opportunity to 
spend a week living and working together on
a real farm. The charity now has three farms, 
welcoming around 3,000 children and 400
teachers each year. 

If youʼd like to make a contribution, we suggest £5 or a sum of your 
choice with your booking. Please make cheques payable to Farms for 
City Children. Helpful Holidays will match the total raised at the end
of the year.

Short on time? Youʼll be delighted to hear that we now accept 2 night
bookings (with 6pm check out on the last day) as well as 3 or 4 night
breaks between October and the following Easter (and at short notice
throughout the year). 2 night breaks can only be booked within 28 days of
departure.

L100, page 20, Newton FerrersA89, page 17, Bovey CastleA147, page 15, Ashburton

Good news for all our charities

Short breaks

Welcome Helpful Holidays’ charity for 2009

Farms for City Children
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This year we have more attractions than ever before... over 80 offering
discounts or deals. New entrants include Future World at Goonhilly, Orca
Sea Safaris, Exmoor Zoo, Exeter Cathedral, Haynes International Motor
Museum and Sherborne Castle. Weʼll send you one with your booking
confirmation. 

Back to the drawing board this year! Send us your drawing, painting or
sketch done whilst staying at one of our cottages and you could win 
a holiday worth £400. Come on! Have a go – weʼre not expecting 
Constables. Entries need to be with us by the end of September 2009 if
you are to have a chance of winning that holiday.

If youʼre happy to hear from us on a regular basis, you may wish to 
register for our monthly email newsletter? Itʼs full of our news, new 
properties, special offers, as well as details of quirky, uniquely West
Country events. It could help make your visit more memorable. 
Registering is easy - youʼll find the newsletter sign up box on the home
page of the website, www.helpfulholidays.com.          

We hope you enjoy this supplement and, wherever you go for your 
holidays this year, we hope you have a great time. Of course, we hope
youʼll choose the glorious West Country and look forward to helping 
you if you do.

F34/F36, page 28, LuccombeA92, page 18, North BoveyS244, page 8, St Mawes

Batcombe, Dorset

Keeping in touchWhat shall we do today?

2009 painting competition

St Michaelʼs Mount, End of England
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SUPPLEMENT 1 2009: where they all are . . .    
Ref Property Sleeps Ref Property Sleeps

L83 Garden Cottage, Woodleigh, South Hams 2

L81 Sparrow Barn, Woodleigh, South Hams 7 

L82 Stable Barn, Woodleigh, South Hams  6 

L85 5 Tanworth House, Thurlestone, South Hams 6

G28 Perrimans Living, Exmouth, East Devon  6

J13 Forge Cottage, Sampford Courtenay, 

Devonʼs River Country 5

K21 Crossmead Cottage, Stoke Rivers, North Devon 6

K19 Seafoam House, Ilfracombe, North Devon 8

K20 Buttery Barn, Clovelly, North Devon 6

F37 The Boot, Dulverton, Exmoor  8

F184 The Barn, Upton, Exmoor 4

F35 West Wing, Luccombe, Exmoor  4 

F34 Stable Cottage, Luccombe, Exmoor 4 

F36 Groomʼs Cottage, Luccombe, Exmoor 2 

Z20 South Colenso Farm, Rosudgeon, End of England  12 

Z7 The Gatehouse, Penzance, End of England  3

Z33 The Haven, Mousehole, End of England 4

S244 Moonrakers, St Mawes, Cornwall's Med 8

S241 Nanvivian, Feock, Cornwall's Med 6

P46 Westpoint, Trevone, North Cornwall  7

P47 Spring Cottage, Edmonton, North Cornwall  4

P106 Seawynds, Trelights, North Cornwall  8

P48 The Old Smithy, Tintagel, North Cornwall  6

P107 11 Hawkers Court, Bude, North Cornwall  6

R67 Windford, Whitsand Bay, South Cornwall  4

R68 White Cottage, St Germans, South Cornwall 4

R69 Orchard House, Millbrook, South Cornwall 16

A90 Ceylon, Lydford, Dartmoor 4

A91 Batavia, Lydford, Dartmoor 4

A147 Merryfield, Ashburton, Dartmoor  12

A86 Hay Tor Lodge, North Bovey, Dartmoor 6

A87 Hound Tor Lodge, North Bovey, Dartmoor 6

A88 Cleave Tor Lodge, North Bovey, Dartmoor 6

A89 Kitty Jay Lodge, North Bovey, Dartmoor 6

A92 Little Gate Cottage, North Bovey, Dartmoor 4

L84 Start Bay Lookout, Hallsands, South Hams 4

L78 Filham House, Ivybridge, South Hams 12

L100 Binnacle House, Newton Ferrers/Noss Mayo, 

South Hams 8

L79 Ayrmer Path, Ringmore, South Hams 8

L551 Apartment 23, Bigbury-on-Sea, South Hams 4
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Mill Street, Chagford
Devon, TQ13 8AW
Tel: 01647 433593
Fax: 01647 433694

web: www.helpfulholidays.com
email: help@helpfulholidays.com

Open: Mon-Thu 9am-9pm; Fri 9am-7.30pm; Sat 9am-5pm
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Inside, very comfy with lots of space, high 
ceilings and generous proportions. Front door
to large hall; length of house living/dining room
(41ʼ x 15ʼ) with lovely long views across 
meadows, open fire, French windows to
patio/garden (picnic bench), and big oak table
seating 10; kitchen (dishwasher, washing
machine, microwave, fridge-freezer) with 
oil-fired Rayburn plus electric cooker, and 
door to another patio with picnic bench and
barbecue; downstairs one bedroom with two
single beds; loo (washbasin). Stairs from hall up to landing and four more bedrooms, all
with TVʼs: A master 5ʼ double with en suite bathroom (suite plus bath-shower), two 
doubles with an extra single bed and en suite shower rooms (suites) and a room with two
single beds. Separate bathroom (suite plus bath-shower). A super family house.

Rosudgeon: hamlet (pub and
shop) a mile from the sea
(beaches), 6 miles east of
Penzance and 3 from that first
thrilling sight of St Michaelʼs
Mount. Sandy beaches at 
Perran Sands, 1 mile, and
Marazion (also causeway to 
St Michaelʼs Mount - Nat.
Trust), 2½ miles. Spectacular
cliff walks (coast path) via
Prussia Cove (once a 
smugglersʼ favourite), also 1
mile. The north coast surfing
beaches, about 8 miles. Golf
nearby. 

... a large, detached farmhouse at the end of a narrow, leafy, no through lane, believed
to be a route 18th cent. ʻhonestʼ smuggler Harry Carter used on his way to Prussia Cove
(1½ miles). The garden that surrounds it is mostly lawn: enclosed at the back, with 
pony paddock beyond, and open at the front. The occasional tractor trundles by to the
farmyard (arable).
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Price: Ref:Fri

Bath/shower: 4
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Bedrooms: 5 O PP Z20

Sleeps: 12
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Penzance: Englandʼs most westerly
town/resort on a beautiful bay in
which is St Michaelʼs Mount. 
Broad seafront promenade; 
entertainments, cinemas, theatre;
good shops; museums and art 
galleries; harbour (boats to Scilly
Isles) with yachts; heliport (flights to
Scillies). End of railway. Newlyn
(old village with busiest fishing 
harbour in the south-west and 
artist-popular - famous gallery), 
and lovely Nat. Trust gardens
(Trengwainton), 1 mile; Mousehole,
2 miles; St Ives, 7; then all 
Penwith to Landʼs End, 10 miles.

Tremendous variety to see/do close by. 
Nearest of many good beaches at Marazion
(by St Michaelʼs Mount), 2 miles.

... on the edge of the inner harbour area in 
Penzance, a first floor apartment converted from
the old granite gatehouse to the original 
medieval abbey: long views over the harbour.

Done with artistic flair and style with wooden floors throughout, it is private and 
secluded yet brilliantly positioned for walking to many good restaurants, cafés, shops,
the museum, gardens and beach (coarse sand). From a shared cobbled courtyard, a
wood and brass door opens into an entrance hall with flagstoned floor. A marble and 
slate spiral staircase (steepish, stairgate) climbs up a granite tower with green copper
turret to the living/dining room (woodburner) with vaulted wooden ceiling and gothic
French windows opening to a small wrought iron south-facing balcony (sea/harbour
views). Three steps up to neat fitted kitchen (dishwasher, microwave, gas hob) with 
polished granite worktops; two bedrooms - a double with decorative 6ʼ wrought iron 
bedstead, and a single; two steps down to a bathroom (suite plus bath-shower). Back
down on ground level is a utility room with washing machine and tumble drier. 
No smoking. Parking for one small car only but good manoeuvering abilities 
needed. Brilliant for a romantic break. Within easy walking distance of bus and train
station.
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Ref:Sat

Bath/shower: 1
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Bedrooms: 2 Z7

Sleeps: 3

. . . copper-turreted tower
Mousehole: the prettiest Cornish fishing 
village; horseshoe of granite cottages,
shops, cafés, pub round its harbour. Little
sandy harbour beach. Good walks. Newlyn
(busy, fishing harbour), 1 mile. Penzance, 2;
Porthcurno (Minack Theatre), 8; Sennen
(good sandy beach, surf school), 10; Landʼs
End, about 12. 

... in the heart of Mousehole, a terraced, granite
cottage on three floors, once part of a sail loft in a
huddle of traditional fishermenʼs cottages. Great
sea views from top floor bedroom, just 50 yards
from harbour, car park, pub, shops, and next door
to a good fish and chip café (open 3 days a week
in winter, 5 in summer, till 8.30pm).

Door from lane into cosy living/kitchen/dining 
room with pine floors/rugs and granite fireplace
(woodburner), neat galley-style kitchen (washer-
drier, microwave) with dining table/chairs and

back door to yard (access only, shared with 
neighbours). 

Stairs up to first floor twin bedroom and bathroom
(suite plus bath-shower). Door from landing and
more stairs (very steep and very narrow) up to top
floor and immediately into roomy, modern loft-style
double bedroom with painted floorboards (rugs),
whitewashed stone walls and beams high into 
the roof space, lovely harbour/sea views over 
the rooftops. Handy store outside front door for
beach gear. Although children are very welcome, the
cottage is not suitable for children under 
5 (including babies) or anyone with mobility 
problems. No smoking. Loading/unloading 
outside - car park 50 yards (£2 per day in 2008). 
Off-season road parking possible nearby.
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Bedrooms: 2 Z33

Sleeps: 4
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comfortable sofas and furnishings, books, DVDs, CD player and games, and large 
picture windows taking full advantage of the magnificent views. Living room/garden room
(7ʼ pool table) the same sea views and 4 pairs of French windows to the patio and 
garden. Elegantly furnished dining room with central extendable dining table seating 10.
Attractive kitchen with central worktop (dishwasher, microwave, Aga, fridge-freezer);
adjoining utility room with double oven and hob; separate larder room (American-style
fridge-freezer); back door and lobby for wet clothes/sandy shoes. Integral door to 
garage, (washing machine, tumble drier - and a table tennis table). Downstairs is a
shower-room (suite) and a single bedroom.

Upstairs, three bedrooms: master double (6ʼ bed, TV); with en suite bathroom (suite) and
enormous decked balcony (electric awning) with the sea view; another double bedroom
(5ʼ bed) with doors to the same balcony and sea view; childrenʼs bedroom with one 
single bed and bunk beds (3ʼ); large family bathroom (suite plus bath-shower).   

The magnificent gently sloping gardens have well tended lawns, rockeries, paths, 
shrubs and trees with a choice of places to sit and relax in peaceful surroundings with 
wonderful views. 

No smoking. WiFi and phone for incoming calls. Cautionary Deposit £150. 
Moonrakers is a house of exceptional quality providing space, comfort and peace
in a particularly special area of St Mawes.

St Mawes: one of the most beautifully,
warmly situated seaside places in
Cornwall; a good-sized village (shops,
pubs, at least one good hotel), mainly of
old, sea-facing cottages, with harbour,
sandy beach, and well-preserved Henry
VIII castle, at the end of one of the 
two prongs of the lovely Roseland 
Peninsula. It looks across the mouth of

the Percuil River (a sheltered yacht anchorage) to the green fields round 
St Anthony Head, and over Falmouth Bay to Falmouth (see brochure, page
54) and the mouth of the Helford River. Pedestrian ferry to Falmouth and
cruises on Carrick Roads, its great natural harbour. Sailing school (dinghies).
Slipway. Fishing trips by arrangement. St Just in Roseland (see brochure,
page 61), 2 miles.

... set in extensive south-facing landscaped gardens and with outstanding sea views
over Summers Beach, Percuil River, St Anthony Headland, Falmouth Bay and out to sea,
is Moonrakers, a stunning detached house in a quiet lane, 5 minutesʼ walk from
St Mawes Castle. Well-placed for coastal walks, and 10 minutesʼ stroll from the shops
and amenities of St Mawes.  

Entrance porch and elegant hall. The living rooms are spacious, and designed in an 
open-plan manner so that each room benefits from the fabulous views across the 
gardens to the beaches and sea. Drawing room (ʻliving flameʼ gas fire, 42” TV) with
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Bedrooms: 4 S244

Sleeps: 8
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. . . sandy beaches and rock pools
Feock: here is Cornwall at its softest: 
little village (church) almost hidden in 
its trees, houses in their gardens of 
often exotic shrubs, all eyeing lazily 
an almost landlocked sea (Carrick
Roads). Boats/yachts on sheltered 
water, shingle beach for launching
dinghies; sailing/windsurfing/canoeing
lessons. Nearby, reservoir fishing, riding,
golf. Trelissick Gardens (Nat. Trust) and
the King Harry Ferry to the Roseland
Peninsula. Creek-side walks. Truro
(cathedral city), 3 miles. Falmouth (see
brochure, page 54), 7.

… ½ mile from Feock village and almost right on 
Loe Beach, one of a pair of traditional cottages on
a working farm (the other one of the pair is S235, 
see brochure, page 60). Totally renovated and 
refurbished in 2008, it is peaceful and relaxing. 
Private garden with patio (table/chairs), lawn, shrubs
and trees. On the beach is a good beach café (not
winter), boat hire, and an excellent sailing school
(windsurfing too). Launching facilities and sheltered
sailing waters (parking for boats behind the beach).

Inside, beautifully fresh and new with lovely sea views. Living room (open fire, CD
player); dining room (woodburner); kitchen with Rayburn (for cosiness), electric 
cooker, microwave; separate larder with fridge-freezer; spacious bathroom (suite) 
with washing machine; large, width-of-house conservatory for dining, relaxing and 
contemplating the great sea views. 

Upstairs, three bedrooms: a double, and a twin (linkable to 6ʼ double), both with 
wonderful sea views, and another twin (also linkable to 6ʼ double). Shower-room (suite).

No smoking. An idyllic spot facing south overlooking the Fal Estuary. Facilities for
boats. This is a cosy, ‛get-away-from-it-allʼ Cornish cottage – suitable for any time
of the year.
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Bedrooms: 3 S241

Sleeps: 6

Trevone: village (pub, stores/PO,
farm shop, surf school) on and
around two fine-sand beaches, one with 
summer lifeguards and 80ʼ blow-hole
and one with interesting rock pools.
Padstow (see brochure, page 29), and
golf at Trevose, 1½ miles.  

… in Trevone, at the end of a no through
road, a detached bungalow with long views
to the sea and along the coast. Neat, 
shrub-filled garden to the front and back
(table/chairs, barbecue). 800 yard walk to 
the sandy beach for swim or surf, then back to sunbathe in the sheltered garden.
Sunny living room with woodburner and French windows to garden (5 steps down); 
split-level fitted kitchen/dining room (dishwasher, microwave) with wood floor and 
pretty views across the garden to the sea; utility room with washing machine and
freezer; loo (washbasin). 

Four bedrooms – a double (5ʼ bed), through to a childʼs room (no door) with bunk 
beds (2ʼ6” x 5ʼ8”), and en suite bathroom (suite), another double and a room with a 
single bed. Bathroom (suite plus separate shower) with tiled floor and underfloor 
heating. Exterior hot shower for rinsing sandy bodies.

Best for maximum of 6. No smoking. Good for beach or walking holidays. Suitable
for partially disabled.
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Bedrooms: 4 K M P46

Sleeps: 5/7
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Edmonton: hamlet of former stone
quarrymenʼs cottages (no working
quarry near now), excellent family 
good food pub. Little-used lane runs 
one mile down to the Camel 
estuary (birdwatching) and Camel 
Trail (cycleway). Wadebridge (see
brochure, page 32), 2 miles. Riding
nearby. Padstow (see brochure, page
29), 6 miles. The splendid Trevose
peninsula beaches, 71⁄2 miles.

... simple, pretty, terraced stone cottage
with lovely long rural views from the upstairs.
It opens from a courtyard of cottages on three
sides, the pub on the fourth. At the back is a
large, open lawned area.

Open-plan downstairs with good fitted kitchen/dining room (dishwasher, microwave),
through to the living room with multi-fuel stove, ceiling beams and glazed door to the
lawn. Stairs up to two bedrooms – a twin and a double (views), and an excellent 
bathroom (suite plus bath-shower). No smoking. Good use of fabrics makes this
comfy cottage most attractive.

Price:

E

Ref:Sat

Bath/shower: 1
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Bedrooms: 2 P47

Sleeps: 4
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Trelights: sleepy little hamlet of 
ancient stone cottages and good food
hotel restaurant a mile back from 
north Cornwallʼs magnificent coastal
path. Port Quinʼs fine sandy/surfing
cove and the pretty fishing villages of
Port Isaac and Port Gaverne are all
about 1¼ miles. More great beaches
at Daymer Bay, Polzeath and Rock,
about 4-5 miles. Good seasonal farm
shop/café, pub, 1 mile.

… on the edge of Trelights, a large 
detached bungalow surrounded by a 
big, safe, level, mostly lawned garden, 

with lovely long views to the sea at Port Quin. Inside has recently (2008) been 
completely refurbished. A huge sun room has been added to the living room (oak floor,
woodburner), making this a generously proportioned, light, lovely space, with great 
views to the sea; same great views from the large fitted kitchen/dining room 
(dishwasher, washer-drier, microwave, fridge-freezer). Four bedrooms – a very
roomy double (5ʼ bed), and three twin, all with zip-link beds and one with en suite 
shower-room (suite). Excellent bathroom (suite plus double-sized shower cubicle). No
smoking. Suitable for partially disabled. This is a lovely family house – a joy to 
return to after a day surfing, walking or touring. Arrival after 5pm, please.

Price:
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Bath/shower: 2
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Bedrooms: 4 P106

Sleeps: 8
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Mill Street, Chagford
Devon, TQ13 8AW
Tel: 01647 433593
Fax: 01647 433694
Open: Mon-Thu 9am-9pm; Fri 9am-7.30pm; Sat 9am-5pm

web: www.helpfulholidays.com
email: help@helpfulholidays.com
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